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inPut results - november 2010

A community input meeting on the 
Draft Park and Recreation Master 
Plan was held:

Wednesday, November 10th•	

6:30 - 8:30 PM  Washington  »
Community Center   

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0  p e o p l e 
participated in the November 
10th community review meeting 
and provided written and verbal 
comments and suggestions. An 
additional 25 comments were 
received via email using the City 
website response feature.

The following is a summary of 
the  Open House comments 
summarized by topic.
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ISSUE TOPIC COMMENTS REPEATS
Universal access now!
Neighbors of Lower Chester Park are seeing a recent increase in youth and hop to see this park serve all needs, including 
gardening.  We are currently working on establishing official status for purpose of purchasing necessary insurance.  Please 
consider inclusion of this in the plan.
Have pet owners clean up after them
Parks are for children.  Structure fun for children - art, physical activities, and learning
Keep informal green space for informal pick-up games
Regional Park - connect Lower Chester and Chester Bowl with trail and natural ravine.  Keep Superior Hiking trail in/through 
Chester Creek Ravine - major for connecting/creating this Regional Park.
Needs assessment is critical.  System of Play exercise for adults is key.
Enhance soccer, hockey, football, and baseball play areas and fields.
Merritt
All Parks actions are great.  Action #2 is most important due to the new school plan - now is the time to coordinate with school
planners.
We have plenty of parks, but need a means to keep them maintained with programs in place and funding.
Action #1C - great idea
Actions #3 and #4 are good
Action # 5 is bad - trading land is OK, selling land is bad.  Don't sell the land - keep the green - it will never come back.  5
Action #13 - great idea to vacate Lake Avenue
More room for off-leash dogs in city parks and on trails.
I like the idea of quality versus quantity.  Condensing parks is a great way to draw more people per park.
Preserve as much "un-improved" land as possible for imaginative uses, especially for children.  These are "small places" that 
contribute immensely to our quality of life.  Go through the process to protect these parks.  2
Keep Lower Chester Area from E.4th Street to Walking Bridge at E 5 1/2 Street a "Open Area" with possible picnic area and 
some children appropriate equipment - swings and slides.
More covered shelters - have one at Chester Bowl
Desire recreational skating at Lower Chester
Wade Stadium-Wheeler-Western Middle School is a great idea - do it! 2
Look at Regional Park Concept to get state funds

Parks



(64)

Duluth Parks & Recreation Master Plan

c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y
 

in
P
u

t
ISSUE TOPIC COMMENTS REPEATS

Memorial and Merritt - Do not remove Merritt and Memorial.  They are needed for the West side residents.  Especially skating.
Memorial and Merritt were scaled back - rinks reduced, etc. - now we are told they were not used enough.  How could we - they 
were cut back - get them back to 100%.  These buildings have historical value - built by WPA.  It is the City's fault that they are 
not uses.  Looks like most development is planned east of Lake Avenue.  Don't fuel the East-West conflict. Merritt and Memorial
do need to be updated, but not torn down. 6
Washington Center Pool should be re-instated (petition signed by over 300 community members).  It is needed for inner city kids
recreation and learning how to swim. 2
Add Duluth Heritage Sports Center and Clyde Campus Park to the Wade-Wheeler-Western Middle School Complex 2
If Grant Recreation Center is returned to school ownership - make sure it is available for community use
Fancy buildings, plants, sidewalks, and trails mean nothing where the kids have no programs.  Keep each neighborhood park 
open so kids have availability
Why is Europe and the East Coast full of beautiful old buildings and we tear down ours to put up new plastic buildings?
Keep buildings at Chester Bowl and Lower Chester - skiing at Bowl, skating Lower Chester.  Provide opportunities for picnics.
Replace buildings with smaller facilities that are handicapped accessible.
New Wade Stadium
Portman - I appreciate the Portman is a primary center, but am concerned about the future plan to close it.  Driving out to the
Lake Park Athletic complex is not near the population.  It is simply too soon to consider long-term closure of Portman.  There are
many advantages to a recreation center in the well-established neighborhoods in and Lakeside and Lester park.  The future will 
most certainly require faculties closer together - energy costs and transportation costs will rise.  Significant neighborhood 
investment needs to happen before negative actions are pursued.  Portman has active hockey, senior programs, and softball 
programs.  Lester Park Hockey is planned to merge with Portman - making an even greater demand for skating.  In the winter 
skating gets used 7 days a week. 5
Making more efficient use of buildings and recreating centers and closing surplus buildings makes good sense.
Washington/Central Hillside buildings and grounds are a disappointment. Where is incentive/commitment to these spaces?
Observation - If there is salable property in Duluth, it is most probable that this location could be sold for commercial or residential
development.  There is no need for more City facilities that will compete with private businesses for such activates as weddings,
conferences, etc.  The City of Duluth does not need to be in the business purposes identified for this site.
Ski jumps are a safety concern
Before buildings are closed down or demolished, neighborhoods need to be notified and meetings need to be scheduled.
Neighbors want to have input. 3
Center buildings need to minimal and maintained.
Upgrade and maintain the Lincoln Park building - including the basketball court.  This is vital to the neighborhood.
Piedmont - the building is in need of demolition, but it is not urgent.  It currently sits on a piece of land that is not suitable for 
building.  Parking needs to be improved.  Move existing new playground to front of property.  Building should house concessions,
player-skate area rooms (2 at least), water connections (flood hose), bathrooms, and storage.  Locate it in the center of 2 hockey
rinks - after relocating them up top of property, to include 2 youth or 1 full size softball/t-ball fields (like a complex).  Currently the 
Piedmont youth hockey and softball use a garage for storage.  See Drawings.
Programs, then buildings.  Programs come first.

Lincoln Park - This facility is used heavily and extremely important for the West side residents.  It is located in a signature park 
that has been strongly maintained by volunteers.  Pleasure Ice Skating, the Mountain Bike Challenge, and other community 
events (including the Fire and Ice Winter Festival) are held here.  Volunteers Caring and Patrolling (VCAP) has been managing 
day to day operations in the building and park for about a year and just entered into a 2 1/2 year lease of the buildings and 
grounds last fall.  All labor for maintaining the rink and building are voluenteer.  Over 300 different individual kids skated at Lincoln 
late year.  VCAP is actively involved in supporting community involvement, active recreation, and help provide for the changing
needs of the residents (i.e. the new dog park proposal).  Please remove Lincoln Park from the removal list and plan for energy 
improvements.  Add Lincoln Park School access reuse with connection to B & G club and Lincoln Park.

Recreation Buildings
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ISSUE TOPIC COMMENTS REPEATS
Trail Plan funding is our highest priority in the future 2
Keep trails and connect trail system throughout the City - bike/hike - utilize existing parks with these trails.
Trail right of way and connectivity is critical.  Keep all development engage with building trails and route to plan.
Great plan.
Action #21 may be coming soon with City Council help.  These areas are in demand - #18 is a must!
Need improved signage to direct users to the trails off the main thoroughfares.  No signage for Mission Creek Trail in Fond du 
Lac.  Many signs not visible.
Trails are great.  Monger to Carlton and south - keep it up.
We appreciate the Monger Trail and use it a great deal.
There's enough trails and it would cost more to maintain more.
Information about trails is needed
Action #22 is very important
Recognize that some of the unauthorized trails are good ideas and need incorporation into trail system.  Some unofficial trails
serve to connect to official trails from neighborhoods, and places of community interest, such as schools and businesses.  They
are also wildlife connections 3
Action # 17A and #17J - Yes!
Consider extending DIP trail idea all the way West and North to its Western Terminus on I-35.
Action #18 & #19 are needed, as is #21.
Do include the snowmobile trails, both east and west.  We have had our trails on the ground since the early 70's.  Trails are 
maintained by the clubs and are self-supporting under grant-in-aid program.  Major trail projects are a coop effort of City and
Clubs and often funded by the grant in aid program.  We want to be included in the Master Plan Development
Maintain the Superior Hiking Trail
Develop Munger/Baywalk/Lakewalk trails as backbones of walking/hiking trail system through the length of the City.  Other trails
connected to these can reach other nodes of population and natural features (many through the parks).
Duluth is a huge biking community.  We need ways of making bikes more popular on the streets.  The last couple bike to work 
days have been quite sad as it is held where few bikes can safely get to.
Create a "connector" for bicycles above the tennis court area at Chester Park on existing trails to St. Scholatica, and connectors
from Grand Avenue and to Magney-Snively Area.
Connect all trail groups
Good maintenance is more important than connecting the trails, with an exception for safe bike paths for communities.
Connect Western Middle School to the Superior Hiking Trail
Extend Western Waterfront Trail along old Northern Pacific Rail Grade to Fond du Lac.
Formalize use f old DWP rail grade as gravel multi-use trail.
Hire Judy Gibbs as trail planner.
Keep the creeks wild.  Put any paths away from these wild corridors.  No paved paths.
Ski trails should also connect across the City
Coordinate with neighboring cities and townships
Concentrate on the Cross city Trail - making it accessible to residents, businesses, and schools 2
Enhance educational efforts to protect Lake Superior Watershed signing all Creek Crossings of the Superior Hiking Trail and 
waterside trails.

Trails/Connectivity
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ISSUE TOPIC COMMENTS REPEATS
We have no money - so focus on what little we have on the children.
Minneapolis Model - create the Parks and Recreation Department as a District - with taxing ability.  .5% or 1% to fund this on 
property tax
Action #28 should be moved up in the priorities
Good ideas for funding, except Action # 26 (selling park land) 3
I will pay more taxes (and I am low income) to have more places for the children.
No new taxes to support maintenance/growth of park lands
If there is no money, change is a must.  Changes are subject to change of $$.
This is a major concern.  Duluth is broke.  We're saving money with renovations, but where does the upfront cost come from?
Work with the Medical Community to help fund parks as preventive mental health assets.
Work with "no child left inside" initiatives and groups.
Re-evaluate the cost versus revenue received from Golf.
Fund Parks and Trails with advertising
Sell Park T-shirts and other merchandise.
City bonding
Hospital tax
Local income tax ordinance
Foundations
Look at special purpose funds that do not go into the general fund.
Hope you immediately implement Action #23, 24, 25, 29
We are responsible for letting the parks become run-down.  Once the buildings are knocked down, they will never come back.
Kids don't care about the buildings - give them some fun.
Actins #34, 45, and 47 are being done and should be on-going.  Action # 44 should be a priority.
There has not been enough maintenance in the parks at Merritt and Memorial in West Duluth.
Good ideas suggested for maintaining and improving our parks
We need to foster pride in ownership of our parks and trails so leadership in this area needs to be in place.
Return a "summer youth" working group for job training and to get minor maintenance jobs accomplished.
Every park should have a regular community stewardship day, which people can come to and volunteer
Get a column in the Sunday paper promoting all the park and letting folks know what is offered to them
Make sure we coordinate marketing with ISD 709, local youth agencies, and neighborhood groups

Marketing/Communications

Maintenance/Stewardship

Funding
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ISSUE TOPIC COMMENTS REPEATS
Western Middle School should offer outdoor education (West side students are lacking the opportunity) to be staffed by ISD 
teachers and students serving the school and community with interpretive programming 2
Why are community clubs and sports volunteers who contribute their time required to acquire liability insurance through or 
payable to the City to use these facilities?
I do not believe the School District will come through in West Duluth with space at Laura MacArthur
Proceed with Volunteer Coordinator ASAP
Try to find volunteers to give to kids
Make people more aware of community clubs. Make up ideas plans and excitement for people to want to participate.  Ideas on 
how to start community clubs.
Action #37 is already being done - could be expanded.  Yes, #43 could be done now.
Try to get the word out to all the different communities on how to form partnerships to maintain and use recreation buildings and
keep them viable.
What happens if the partnership with ISD doesn’t work?
Superior Hiking Trail Association provides construction and maintenance throughout the City
Work with Hockey Associations to pick up part of costs to keep buildings open
It's easy to volunteer and hard to get follow through in too many cases.  Strong volunteer program are needed.  2
Need sustainable funding for parks maintenance.
Do more with Fit City Duluth
Find better ways for residents to volunteer and get involved in stewardship without being an "organized group".  We were turned
down when we wanted to care for part of Congdan Creek because of this.
Let non-profits take on some of the facilities.
Keep the Sailing Program.
Hockey - horseshoes - softball - neighborhood watch club meetings - north woods kids utilize the center - they are involved 
(?referring to Merritt?)
We definitely need to bring back recreation programs - through the schools works
We offer poor park programs for children - we will loose potential families that might consider living here.
Please remember access to recreational activities for children, within walking distance of neighborhoods, especially for summer
programs.
Use community ed to put programs into community centers
Provide more intergenerational programming for recreation
Encourage/support more outdoor fitness programs in the parks - yoga, tai chi, zumba, etc.
There needs to be a focus on programs for children in the inner city and western parts of the city (specifically Observation, Fond
du Lac, Lincoln Park, Lower Chester, etc.)  Hire more recreation specialists if you need to. 2

Recreation Programs

Partners/Volunteers
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ISSUE TOPIC COMMENTS REPEATS
Do same targeted outreach/focus groups with sports associations/user groups.
Quit tearing down buildings.  We don't care about fancy buildings.  This community tears down buildings like I have never seen 
before.  Most cities I have been in cherish their architecture.
This is a good step.  As plans move ahead during implementation, stage changes can occur.
Keep an open mind and please connect with each neighborhood at the beginning - bring the citizens in and have them help you 
determine what their neighborhood facility or greenspace or trail can become.
Engagement of ALL stakeholders - including the Duluth Area Indian Commission, School District, NAACP, Sponsoring Churches, 
Community Clubs, and surveys within the area of targeted parks.
Don't go with trends - go with providing programs at neighborhood centers for kids that need them.
We can only blame ourselves for why the parks have deteriorated to the point of some wanting to tear buildings down.  Let's work
on trying to save them all and work on building these community clubs up by getting neighbors involved.  We sell these 
neighborhood parks and we lose them forever.  Some of these parks have kids hanging out and playing but are unsupervised and 
need supervision.  Let's not just give it up so easy.  We need neighborhood centers.
I agree with all, but sustainability should be promoted to a higher priority.
Wonderful, well developed long range plan for the City's Parks.    All topics here have been addressed.  The City should adopt 
this plan immediately and get to work improving our green spaces.  Thank you.
Master Plan looks good on paper.  Implementation - when and how funded?  The multitude of parks and trails is Duluth is a major
reason as to why we built our retirement home here and why so many nonresidents say they would love to live here if only the 
jobs were still here.
A generally well thought out plan - improved from the Draft.
Our City government should get behind this plan and support this plan with action.  Next to the Lake, Duluth's Parks, trails, and
open space are its greatest asset.
Flexibility and openness to change does not come easy to most humans, even when times are hard.  Any decisions made today 
can change tomorrow.  Necessity today dictates sustainability and self sufficiency.

Topography in Duluth doesn't lend well to comparisons with other cities and I think is pretty useless.  Duluth is Duluth.  We are
pretty fortunate to sill have so many green spaces (sacred spaces) to preserve.  Trails are an asset that demand participation.
Will these changes be economically and fundamentally sound?
Please care for the Lincoln Park community and seek their input before making any more park changes.
Hurray!  Great Work.  We have needed this for some time.  Duluth is an example of a place that can really to do youth-nature 
connection right.
Need to include Duluth Heritage Sports Complex - it is missing and a key wonderful asset
Great focus on equity, hubs, and quality - encourage more outreach to ensure buy-in and ownership before finalized.
Be sure to include key non-profit places (the zoo, spirit mountain, heritage sports center, etc.) - these are you partners who will
help advocate.

General
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ISSUE TOPIC COMMENTS REPEATS

Children's Programs.  Athletics, scrimmage games, ice skating, summer programs, play, art, structure, positive reinforcement. 
Keep the buildings - wait for the economy to bounce back.
Skyline Parkway should be a priority.  It isn't  user friendly.  It could be a huge asset to residents and visitors.  2
Western skyline overlay roadways open vista view and cut back brush and trees to return views to what they were.  Long term 
goal to rebuild the bridge and open roadway from Becks Road to Fond du Lac.
Sell off some land/buildings - maintain what you have before anything new

Priorities
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community survey

Question One - How often do you and members of your household 
visit Duluth parks, recreation facilities or trails?

Duluth parks are well used.  97% of respondents are park users and 69% •	
visit parks at least every month.

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

At least once a week  1-3 times a month 1-10 times a year Never

Responses

Table 1: Results from Question 1

The City of Duluth conducted a 
survey of residents in November 2009 
to gather opinions about parks and 
recreation issues and priorities for the 
future.  Survey questionnaires were 
mailed to 3,500 randomly selected 
Duluth households.  439 completed 
surveys were returned for a response 
rate of 13%.  The survey has a margin 
of error is + 5% at a confidence level of 
95%.   Evaluation of the results follows 
each question in italics.

No. There has been no affect 
upon my use of the parks or 
neighborhood/community quality.  
Add any comments below. 

Not applicable/ 
         No response 

Yes. There have been affects 
upon use of parks and neighbor-
hood/community quality. Please
indicate maintenance or replace-
ment needs below. 

4. How often do you bicycle ride in Duluth?  

The City of Duluth is preparing a long-range (20 year) plan for parks and recreation. 
Your opinion is needed to help shape the plan.  Please take a moment to fill out this 
survey and drop it in the mail by Nov. 7, 2009.  No additional postage is needed.  
Thank you for your time. 

At least once a 
week   

1-3 times a month  1-10 times a year  Never  (Please skip 
to question 3.) 

1.  How often do you and members of your household visit 
Duluth parks, recreation facilities or trails? 

To the R
esidents of D

uluth, 
 The C

ity of D
uluth is preparing a new

 Parks and R
ecreation 

M
aster Plan w

hich w
ill help guide decision-m

aking and 
investm

ent in parks, trails and recreation.  Your input into 
this process is needed.  Your com

pletion of this survey w
ill 

help the C
ity m

ake im
portant program

, service and capital 
im

provem
ent decisions.  Your com

m
ents are im

portant and 
confidential. 
 Please take a few

 m
inutes to com

plete this survey, fold as per 
instructions, staple or tape, and return it to us.  N

o additional 
postage required. 
 W

e thank you in advance for your help as w
e plan for the 

com
m

unity of D
uluth and im

proving park and recreation 
opportunities. 
 Sincerely, 
 

    
 M

ayor D
on N

ess 
       

 K
athy Bergen, D

uluth Parks and R
ecreation M

anager 

Plan to attend one of the upcom
ing Open House m

eetings 
regarding the Parks and Recreation Master Plan  

 
W

ed. Dec. 2nd 6:30-8:30 PM  
Central Hillside Community Center - 12 East 4th Street 

 
(corner of Lake Ave and 4th Street) 

  
Thurs. Decem

ber 3 6:30-8:30 PM 
Portman Community Center  -  4601 M

cCulloch Street

 
Tues. Decem

ber 8 6:30-8:30 PM 
City Center W

est - 5830 Grand Ave

2.  Which parks, trails, recreation facilities and activities do 
you or members of your household use?  Please check all that apply.

Neighborhood Parks - Parks closest to your home.  

Community Parks– Larger parks designed to serve the community such as Canal Park, Chambers 
Grove, Chester Bowl, Leif Erickson, Lincoln, Park Point and Wheeler Athletic Complex. 

Regional Parks - Large parks and natural areas such as Bayfront, Brighton Beach, Enger, Fairmont, 
Fond du Lac, Hartley, Hawk Ridge, Lester/Amity, Magney/Snively and Spirit Mountain. 

Special Use Areas - Unique parks and recreation facilities such as Arlington Soccer Complex, Rose 
Garden, Indian Point Campground, Boy Scout and Munger Landings, Lake Superior Zoo, Grassy 
Pointe, Enger Golf Course, Lester Golf Course, skateboard and basketball parks. 

Passive Parks - Smaller less developed open spaces such as Corner of the Lake, Fond du Lac 
Park Square, Heritage Garden,  Lake Place Plaza, Lake Superior Plaza, Old Main, Pennel, Stanley, 
University, etc.

Lakewalk  - The linear park and trails running along Lake Superior from Canal Park to the east.

Other trails - Chester Creek, Hartley, Hawk Ridge, Keene Creek, Kingsbury Creek, Lester/Amity, 
Lincoln, Magney/Snively, Mission Creek, Park Point, Tischer Creek, Western Waterfront, etc.

Community center buildings  located in city parks such as Portman, Woodland, Morgan Park, etc. 

Indoor recreation facilities such as Washington Center and Heritage Sports Center. 

Organized recreation programs offered by the City, schools, non-profits or others. 

Other - Please list:  

Community and special events such as summer concerts at Chester, summer outdoor movies at 
Leif Erikson, sandmodeling contest, Holiday Banquet and City of Lights Tour, 4th Fest, etc.

b. Park maintenance services and recreation facility replace-
ment have been reduced.  Have these changes affected you 
or your household?

3. Budget constraints in many organizations have triggered 
changes in priorities and services.  We are interested in your 
opinions about recent changes in recreation facilities and 
services.

a. Organized recreation programs and activities offered by the 
City, schools, non-profits and others were reduced.  Are there 
gaps in recreation programs or activities needs that are not 
currently being met?

No.  Recreation program offerings 
and activities meet my needs.  Add 
any comment below.

Not applicable/ 
         No response 

Yes.  There are gaps in program 
offerings.  Please indicate pro-
gram or activity needs below. 

Duluth

Parks & Recreation

Community Survey

Never Daily Once/week  Once/month 

DULUTH PARKS AND RECREATION COMMUNITY SURVEY

5. Do you bicycle in the winter? Yes No

6. Do you ever bicycle to work? Yes No

East East of Calvary Rd /  Woodland Ave / N 21st Ave E 

Central Between Calvary Rd /  Woodland Ave / N 21st Ave 
E and Haines Rd 

West West of Haines Rd 

9.  According to the above map, in 
which area of Duluth do you reside? 

7. How satisfied are you with the following elements of the Duluth parks and  
recreation system and what priority does the element hold for your household  
in the future?

          0-5 years          6-11 years          12-19 years          20-29 years 

         30-39 years          40-49 years          50-64 years          65+ years 

11.  How many people in the following age categories live in 
your household? Please fill in number of people in each age category.  

12. Please list any other parks and recreation improvements 
you would like to see in Duluth or any other comments you 
would like to make.  

10.  Which of the following improvements/additions to the 
Duluth parks and recreation system would you be willing to 
support? i.e. through a temporary or annual property tax increase. 

Great
support 

Marginal 
support No support 

Additions to and extension of bike/walk trails  

Renovation of existing neighborhood parks 
Renovation of existing community center buildings 
Improvements to existing passive, nature parks 

Improvements to existing athletic fields 

City sponsored recreation programs and activities 

Expanded park maintenance 

8.  We would like your opinion on key issues facing parks and 
recreation in Duluth.  Please read each statement and mark the response that 
best represents your opinion. 

a. Duluth’s parks, trails, recreation opportunities, and public open spaces are key 
elements in quality of life and the quality of the community. 

Strongly agree Agree Not sure Disagree Strongly disagree 

Renovate and 
open all the 
community cen-
ter  buildings. 

Renovate and open the 
some buildings and 
remove some build-
ings.  

Remove all the 
community center 
buildings. 

Not sure/no opinion 

c. Duluth should assure that high quality parks and recreation facilities are within an 
easy drive of most people’s homes. 

  Current Rating         Priority for Future  

Thank you for your assistance.  Please fold with the City of Duluth return address facing out and put the completed questionaire in the mail. 

TAPE or STAPLE HERE 

Fold and mail back with this side 

e.  Several community center buildings in parks are currently closed due to budget con-
straints and the deteriorated condition of the buildings. What option for dealing with 
these buildings do you prefer?  

Strongly agree Agree Not sure Disagree Strongly disagree 

b. Duluth should assure that neighborhood scale parks and recreation facilities are 
within easy walking distance of most people’s home.  

d. Duluth should focus on connecting parks and neighborhoods with trails and bike-
ways.

Strongly agree Agree Not sure Disagree Strongly disagree 

Strongly agree Agree Not sure Disagree Strongly disagree 

Satisfied Unsatisfied High Priority Low Priority 

Neighborhood parks 

Community parks 

Athletic fields (baseball, soccer, softball fields, etc.) 

Regional recreation facilities (the Zoo, Spirit Mountain, 
Wade Stadium, Enger and Lester golf courses, etc.)  

Natural areas/nature parks 

Trails (walking, hiking, bicycle, inline skate, CC ski, etc.) 

Lakewalk linear park 

Community center buildings 

Park maintenance and upkeep 

Indoor recreation opportunities (gymnasiums,  basket-
ball & volleyball courts) 

Indoor ice skating rinks 

Outdoor ice skating rinks 

Youth recreation programs 

Adult recreation programs-Ages 18-54 

Senior recreation programs-Ages 55+ 

Special events (music and dance performances, festivals, etc.) 

Communications (about parks and recreation opportunities) 

Parks and Recreation Office  
City of Duluth 
12 East 4th Street 
Duluth, MN   55805 
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Question Two - Which parks, 
trails, recreation facilities and 
activities do you or members of 
your household use?  

The lakewalk is the most popular •	
park facility.  

Trails are the most frequently used •	
recreation amenity.  

Community center buildings, smaller •	
green spaces, indoor facilities and 
programs have a lower use. 

Question Two Results

351 - •	 Lakewalk: The linear park and 
trails running along Lake Superior 
from Canal Park to the east.

326 - Community Parks•	 : Larger 
parks designed to ser ve the 
community such as Canal Park, 
Chambers Grove, Chester Bowl, Leif 
Erickson, Lincoln, Park Point and 
Wheeler Athletic Complex.

326 - Regional Parks•	 : Large parks 
and natural areas such as Bayfront, 
Brighton Beach, Enger, Fairmont, 
Fond du Lac, Hartley, Hawk Ridge, 
Lester/Amity, Magney/Snively and 
Spirit Mountain.

273 - Neighborhood Parks•	 : Parks 
closest to your home. 

265 - Other trails:•	  Chester Creek, 
Hartley, Hawk Ridge, Keene Creek, 
Kingsbury Creek, Lester/Amity, 
Lincoln, Magney/Snively, Mission 
Creek, Park Point, Tischer Creek, 
Western Waterfront, etc.

238 - Special Use Areas:•	  Unique 
parks and recreation facilities such 
as Arlington Soccer Complex, Rose 
Garden, Indian Point Campground, 
Boy Scout and Munger Landings, 
Lake Superior Zoo, Grassy Pointe, 

Enger Golf Course, Lester Golf 
Course, skateboard and basketball 
parks.

177 - Community and special •	
events such as summer concerts at 
Chester, summer outdoor movies at 
Leif Erikson, sandmodeling contest, 
Holiday Banquet and City of Lights 
Tour, 4th Fest, etc.

87 - Community center buildings•	  
located in city parks such as Portman, 
Woodland, Morgan Park, etc. 

61 - Passive Parks•	 : Smaller less 
developed open spaces such as 
Corner of the Lake, Fond du Lac 
Park Square, Heritage Garden,  
Lake Place Plaza, Lake Superior 
Plaza, Old Main, Pennel, Stanley, 
University, etc.  

59 - Indoor recreation facilities•	  
such as Washington Center and 
Heritage Sports Center.

57 -  Org ani z e d re cre ation •	
programs offered by the City, 
schools, non-profits or others.
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Table 4: Results from Question 4

Q u e s t i o n  T h r e e  -  B u d g e t 
constraints in many organizations 
have triggered changes in priorities 
and services.  We are interested 
in your opinions about recent 
changes in recreation facilities 
and services.

a.) Organized recreation programs and 
activities offered by the City, schools, 
non-profits and others were reduced.  
Are there gaps in recreation programs 
or activities needs that are not currently 
being met?

21% of respondents feel that there •	
are gaps in recreation program 
opportunities.

b.) Park maintenance services and 
recreation facility replacement have been 
reduced.  Have these changes affected 
you or your household? 

28% of respondents feel that cuts to •	
park maintenance have affected park 
use and community quality.

50% did not see a negative affect from •	
maintenance cuts.

Question Four - How often do you 
bicycle in Duluth?

Half of the survey respondents are •	
bicycle riders.  

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

No. Recreation program offerings and
activities meet needs.

Not Applicable/No Response Yes. There are gaps in program
offerings.

Responses

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

No. There has been no affect upon
my use of the parks or

neighborhood/community quality.  

Not applicable/No response Yes. There have been affects upon
use of parks and

neighborhood/community quality.

Responses

Table 2: Results from Question 3 (a)

Table 3: Results from Question 3 (b)
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Question Five - Do you bicycle in 
the winter?

Duluthians are hardy.  8% said they •	
bike in the winter.  

This has implications for removing •	
snow on paved trails and clearing 
shoulders on bike routes.

Question Six - Do you ever bicycle 
to work?

21% of people have ridden their bikes •	
to work.

This is a high proportion compared •	
to other cities. 

Question Seven - Do you mountain 
bike on unpaved trails?

24% of respondents ride on unpaved •	
trails.

This is a high proportion that reflects •	
both levels of bike use and the presence 
of off-road

8%

92%

Yes

No

Table 7: Results from Question 7

24%

76%

Yes

No

Table 6: Results from Question 6

21%

79%

Yes

No

Table 5: Results from Question 5
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Question Eight - How satisfied are 
you with the following elements of 
the Duluth parks and recreation 
system and what priority does the 
element hold for your household 
in the future? 

The satisfaction and priority ratings of 
survey respondents can be compared 
to indicate potential policy direction. 
The chart plots survey responses for the 
park and recreation facilities, programs 
and activities into four policy quadrants. 
The two axis intersect at the average 
satisfaction rating and the average 
priority ranking (in percentages) to 
create the four policy quadrants (See 
Table 8). 

Concentrate Efforts Here - 
People ranked Park Maintenance, 
Neighborhood Parks ,  Youth 
Recreation, Communications as 
high priorities for the future, but 
rated then lower in satisfaction. 
This indicates that more resources 
are warranted in these areas. 
Outdoor Ice Rinks were rated 
lower in satisfaction and average 
in term of priority for the future. 

Ke ep up the  G o o d Work 
- Community Parks, Walking 
Trail s ,  Natural  Area s  and 
Regional Recreation Facilities were 
identified as high priorities for that 
future and they had higher than 
average satisfaction ratings. This 
indicates that current level of effort 
in these areas should continue. 

Possible Overkill - Adult Recreation 
Programs, Indoor Ice Skating, 
Mountain Bike Trails and Indoor 
Recreation were rated as lower than 
average priorities for the future 
and ranked higher than average in 
satisfaction. This indicates that efforts 
in these areas could possibly be cut 
back with little loss in satisfaction. All 
four of these are specialized activities 
not used by the broader population. 
However, all these recreation uses 
have significant, but passionate users 
so further investigation is warranted 
before changing resource efforts. 

Low Priority - Community Center 
Buildings and Senior Recreation 
Programs were ranked as lower 
than average priorities for the 
future and lower than average 
in satisfaction. Evaluate and 
potentially revise resources devoted 
to these items.
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High Priority

A. Park Maintenance A 85 F. Community Parks

B. Neighborhood Parks 83 G. Walking Trails

C. Youth Recreation 81 F G H. Natural Areas

D. Communications B 79 I. Regional Recreational Facilities

E. Outdoor Ice Skating Rinks 77

75

73

71

C 69 H
67

65 I

D 63

61

59

E 57
Lower Satisfaction 60 62 64 66 68 70 72 74 76 78 82 84 86 88 90 92 94 96 98 100 High Satisfaction

53

J. Community Center Buildings 51 L N O P L. Biking Trails

K. Senior Recreation Programs (Ages 55+) J 49 M M. Athletic Fields

47 N. Special Events

45 O. Lakewalk Linear Park

43 P. Cross Country Ski Trails

41 Q. Adult Recreation Programs (Ages 18-54)

K 39 R. Indoor Ice Skating Rinks

37 S. Mountain Biking Trails

35 T. Indoor Recreation

33

31 Q R
29 S
27 T
25

Low Priority

Table 8: Results from Question 8 - Priority for the Future and Current Satisfaction
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Table 10: Results from Question 9b

Table 11: Results from Question 9c
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Question Nine - We would like 
your opinion on key issues facing 
parks and recreation in Duluth.

a.)  Duluth’s parks, trails, recreation 
opportunities, and public open spaces 
are    key elements in quality of life and 
the quality of the community.

Duluthians highly value parks , •	
trails, open space and recreation.

b . )  D u l u th  sh o u l d  a s s u re  th at 
neighborhood scale parks and recreation 
facilities are within easy walking distance 
of most people’s home.

72% felt that parks and recreation •	
facilities should be within walking 
distance of one’s home.

c.) Duluth should assure that high quality 
parks and recreation facilities are within 
an easy drive of most people’s homes.

88% of people feel that high quality •	
parks should be within and easy 
drive of one’s home.  

More people valued the presence of •	
high quality parks within easy driving 
distance than having neighborhood 
parks within walking distance. 
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Strongly Agree Agree Not Sure Disagree Strongly Disagree
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Table 9: Results from Question 9a
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Table 12: Results from Question 9d
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Table 13: Results from Question 9e
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Renovate and open all the
community center buildings

Renovate and open some
buildings and remove some

buildings

Remove all community
center buildings

Not sure/no opinion

Responses

d.) Duluth should focus on connecting 
parks and neighborhoods with trails and 
bikeways.

64% of respondents feel that trail •	
connections are important.

e.)  Several community center buildings 
in parks are currently closed due to 
budget constraints and the deteriorated 
condition of the buildings. What option 
for dealing with these buildings do you 
prefer?

74% of survey respondents favor •	
a policy of reducing the number 
of community center buildings 
and renovating older remaining 
buildings
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Question Ten - According to 
the above map, in which area of 
Duluth do you reside?

32% East      •	

43% Central          •	

17% West•	

Table 14: Map for Question 10
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Age Group 2008 Census Park & Rec. Survey
Under 19 26% 25%

20 - 64 61% 63%
65+ 13% 12%

Question Eleven - Which of 
the following improvements/
additions to the Duluth parks and 
recreation system would you be 
willing to support? i.e. through 
a temporary or permanent tax 
increase.

Sur ve y  re sp ondent s  supp or t •	
improvements and additions to park 
and recreation systems.

Duluthians would support tax •	
increases for bike/walk trail additions, 
expanded park maintenance and 
neighborhood park renovation.

There is less support for athletic field •	
improvements.

Great and 
Marginal 
Support

Great 
support

Marginal 
support

No 
support

 Category

82% 212 136 74  Additions to and extension of bike/walk trails 

85% 182 168 61  Renovation of existing neighborhood parks

79% 113 214 87  Renovation of existing community center buildings

78% 138 186 89  Improvements to existing passive, nature parks

69% 82 203 127  Improvements to existing athletic fields

77% 122 194 93  City sponsored recreation programs and activities

86% 188 170 59  Expanded park maintenance
Table 15: Results from Question 11

Question Twelve - How many people 
in the following age categories live 
in your household?

The age distribution of survey •	
respondent households is fairly close 
to the actual age distribution.

People within the 20-29 age group •	
were under represented in the survey 
responses and people within the 50-64 
age group were over represented in the 
survey results.

Table 16: Results from Question 12
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Organized recreation 1. 
programs and activities 
offered by the City, schools, 
non-profits and others were 
reduced. Are there gaps 
in recreation programs or 
activities needs that are not 
currently being met?

Facilities

Not accessable•	

No parks within walking distance, •	
nothing, zero, zip.

Gaps in community centers•	

Skating•	

No score boards for girls fast pitch •	
softball - fields could be in better 
shape

No Grant rec and no skating at •	
Grant Rec

Ice skating rinks!•	

Area ice skating rinks are missed•	

More available indoor facilities •	
- especially during the winter 
months!

Rinks•	

Completion of the boardwalk to •	
Brighton Beach

Additional children playground •	
parks

More dog parks•	

Cont inue  to  extend/exp and •	
Lakewalk

Public swimming pool•	

Community centers have been •	
closed - breaks down the foundation 
of community

Lease out Enger and Lester Golf •	
course

Library•	

My soccer league can’t play in as •	
many parks

Management at Lester Bowl•	

We skate (free skate) at the Portman •	
rink, and it seems the warming 
house hours have been reduced

Non-hockey ice skating indoors•	

Neighborhood public swimming•	

Pool- Swimming facilities in Hillside •	
area - greatly reduced

We need parks, not programs•	

Winter ice skating and hockey •	
(outdoors)

Washington Square Park•	

On-water  act iv i t ies :  sa i l ing , •	
canoeing, kayaking, rowing.

Notice skate broad park on Hamond •	
Ave in Superior, Hope Duluth has 
one.

Maintenance

trash cans•	

Maintain currant facilities•	

Prov ide  trash pickup where •	
discoun

“Maintain” current facilities•	

Provide trash pick up where •	
discontinued

Mowing of park fields•	

Garbage pick up•	

Upkeep bad•	

General upkeep•	

Programs

Dog play group•	

More hours at neighborhood rinks •	
for rec. skating - NOT HOCKEY

Sports program for high school age•	

Senior center need to be kept open•	
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I believe you could get many •	
volunteers to help out so places 
could be open more

Even operating phone - its frustrating •	
to call and not get an answer

More youth programs•	

If you cut athletic & activities •	
programs it will cost more in the long 
run, kids will find other activities

Our family no longer used rec •	
programs (kids grown) but there are 
huge gaps in rec programs - for xx 
lakeside/Lester park neighborhood 
and for poor kid

Use of building during practices •	
(sp??)

After school programing•	

Libraries•	

No summer program at Lafayette•	

Provide little or no service to Fond •	
Du Lac area

After school/summer activities at •	
Portman

Most of the programs we use are •	
youth sports or lessons through 
YMCA

Summer park-rec programs for •	
neighborhood children

Some events, that transportation •	
is needed ex. people with cars, 
disabled, elderly

Students I work with love the rec •	
programs

Low income after school programs •	
- research links this to increased 
juvenile delinquency

Lunches•	

Summer programs for children•	

The woodland community center •	
program was closed. Tons of kids 
came there every day and it was a 
good program

Not as many close places for kids to •	
go for youth programs

We don’t’ have children who use •	
after school programing but it is 
needed and there are gaps

We cut all the extra activities for •	
the kids

Senior games•	

More activities for preschoolers•	

For children and seniors•	

No supervision after school•	

Youth and senior food programs •	
in Morgan Park are desperately 

needed to maintain / sustain the 
community

Every neighborhood needs youth •	
recreation programs

Not to much for ages 4-7•	

Summer and after school program •	
at community center

Reduction of after school and •	
summer youth programs

More programing for kids 6-16•	

Programs for our youth•	

Programs need to be kept for seniors •	
and child - the most needy groups

Not enough outside programs•	

Summer kids programs•	

We used the toddler time at •	
Woodland Community Center

I feel you should continue to •	
provide low-cost programming for 
children

There are rec programs sponsored •	
by non-city - ie YMCA

We utilized the summer program at •	
Portman and miss it extremely - my 
two oldest children are too old for 
daycare but still need something to 
do over the long summer months
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I am hopeful “we” can provide as •	
many programs possible for our 
youth

Utilize more volunteers•	

Seems kids lost programing this •	
summer which is unfortunate

Programs for seniors•	

Parents are stepping in to help/ fill •	
in programs for kids - Great!

Neighborhood community club •	
activities for families (children)

More for kids, especially central •	
and west

Summer recreation•	

Cutting programs for seniors,•	

Summer youth programs•	

Youth sports•	

Keep activities and programs for •	
youth.

Programs for youth are needed, •	
many have been cut.

Not sure what you are asking - •	
But we need more programs after 
school!

Rarely if every use organized rec, no •	
children in our household.

Other

Use $ wasted on these study groups •	
get paid

Too many unused / rarely used •	
parks, waste of money

as these economic realities dictate•	

We need to cut the number of city •	
employees

Park maintenance services 2. 
and recreation facility 
replacement have been 
reduced. Have these 
changes affected you or your 
household?

Bathrooms

Adequate restroom is port a-pot-•	
facilities at beaches and parks 
needed

Rest room availability•	

Except possible bathroom needs•	

Outdoor bathroom facilities•	

Facility Needs

Playground equipment has been •	
removed from parks and not 
replaced

Replacement of old play equipment•	

Duluth libraries•	

Woodland Community Center•	

More in the woodland area, a play •	
ground

Need a pool - Rec facility for teaching •	
purposed

Garbage

Beer bottles broken trash in parks•	

Adequate garbage cans needed•	

No garbage can at 43rd and superior •	
now

Just need to clean up after ourselves •	
and others better

More garbage cans outside at •	
downtown, fewer garbage cans in 
Hillside

No garbage cans on some trails seem •	
to increase litter on trails

Less trash cans for waste / picked up •	
litter disposal
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Often there are lots of garbage at the •	
parks we visit, the swimming hole at 
Lester, - Maybe if there were a trash 
can there

More garbage at parks•	

We need more people cleaning the •	
parks - like prisoners!

Garbage at Brighton Beach•	

Garbage - Cans are frequently •	
filled

Main concern is that garbage •	
container be there and picked up

Lack of garbage cans•	

Parks need trash cans and trash •	
pick up

More litter•	

Trash removal•	

Pick up trash•	

More litter visible but citizens •	
stepping in to clean up

Garbage has increased•	

Trash cans being emptied / hauled •	
away

Garbage•	

Garbage, garbage, garbage.•	

•	

Hours - Extended

Hours of operation not long enough •	
at neighborhood parks

S k a t i n g  R i n k  n o t  o p e n  o r •	
supervised

Rink hours are reduced•	

No ice skating warm up buildings •	
open or such limited hours that I 
can’t utilize the facility

Would like to see community centers •	
remain open

Time community centers are open•	

Reduced Portman rink warming •	
house hours, otherwise our park has 
not been affected

My daughters like to ice skate - •	
warming houses

Community Park Buildings are not •	
open for ice skating

Maintenance

Who want to use a park that’s run •	
down

Upkeep of retaining walls•	

Lafayette tennis courts need re-•	
surfacing

Erosion of trails only Amity Creek•	

Possible that those employees trim •	
alley trees as west Toledo up to 
Cleveland not done for some time

Grass cutting around signs and play •	
equipment

Less mowing•	

Fix our streets that we use daily•	

Sometimes play equipment goes •	
un-repaired

Upkeep•	

The Piedmont ballfeild was terrible •	
this year - Garbage needed to be 
emptied etc.

Mowing on trails hasn’t been as •	
frequent as it used to be

Not yet but if it keeps up the parks •	
will decline

Western water front trail and •	
Brighton Beach are great - sometimes 
fall behind in maintenance

Lower Chester: buildings need •	
painting, closed, took out BB hoops - 
Never replaced, talk of new play xx? 
Never materialized

Chester park trails in need of •	
maintenance and repairs

Things that might have been xxx? In •	
past - not being kept up
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Neighbors have taken over mowing •	
the grass at Grant Park

Upkeep and Clean up - Could be •	
volunteers

Unmowed lawns•	

Lack of dog litter bags•	

Maintenance - porta poties on park •	
point

There is a clear reduction in •	
maintenance and investment, we 
either need to reduce our assets 
or allocate more resources to 
maintaining them, too many areas 
fell un-cared for or unkept

Parking areas at/near Riverside and •	
near Munger Motel are not taken 
care of

Cleanliness of trails, garbage pick-•	
up, porta-pottie locations/ time

Cutting of grass•	

The city needs to do a better job •	
of maintaining the gardens, trees, 
shrubs in all public areas - we want 
to be proud of our once beautiful 
city

If we who use the parks would clean •	
up it would not be a problem

Maintenance lacking•	

Basic equipment upkeep•	

Parks need to have grass cut more •	
often - this reflects poorly on 
community

Mowing•	

Upkeep has kept us (senior citizens) •	
from going as often

Lakewalk need maintenance work •	
all over it

Conditions and core facilities at •	
Morgan Park has degraded much to 
the detriment of community

It’s a liability to live next to a Duluth •	
Park - not an asset

Keen Creek Park used to be for •	
the kids and families, now it is un-
maintained and has the dog park as 
the main thing

Poor and reduced maintenance of •	
rinks

Lester Bowl caretaker•	

Golf courses are slipping•	

Reinstitute garbage can at Munger •	
Trail / Waterfront Trail Parking lot

Buildings are shameful•	

Hiking trails are not maintained•	

It hasn’t changed but Munger •	
Trail could use a seal coat for 
rollerblading

Problem - Dog poop on Lakewalk •	
- bad!

Local skating rinks not maintained•	

Tennis courts not maintained•	

Enger and Lester Golf Courses •	
should be either improved or sold 
-they are embarrassing. Nemadja 
has a far better course because they 
take care of it

Chester Park not kept up, not •	
maintained, mowed, need garbage 
cans

Park Point beach house - limited •	
access and cleanliness

No community center•	

Gaps in community centers•	

Don’t go to Memorial as much as we •	
used to with no skating!

Chester Bowl hadn’t been groomed •	
as well as when groomer was at hill

Qual i ty  programs for  young •	
families

My soccer league can’t play in as •	
many parks
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Community centers for scheduled •	
activities

When I grew up we always had •	
summer baseball, winter skating and 
hockey at Layfayette

My children are grown, but lack •	
of youth programs affect people/
parents I know.

Safety

Park Point beach rules seldom •	
enforced (fires, parties, parking)

need more supervision of community •	
parks for safety and appropriate 
use

The lakewalk between 21 and 28 •	
aves east need more lights

Doesn’t feel as safe as in the past•	

Other

I do not use them•	

To fund these services why not tax •	
those that make the most from our 
summer/winter events

I am a dog walker - I use the mutt •	
mitt boxes when they are stocked

Chester Bowl - 200 plus skiers - a •	
shame to cut the program

No Grant rec and no skating at •	
Grant Rec

More volunteer use, Heritage Trails, •	
etc.

Memorial park has few trees now - it •	
is hardly park-like

The parks are still kep up well, thanks •	
to proper use and organizations 
volunteers

I wil l  continue to use whats •	
available

Chester Bowl Program•	

Grooming of ski trails is not as •	
frequent

Waste dog bags•	

Less poop mitts for dog poop•	

We expected cut to services this •	
past summer, but upkeep of parks 
and comm center was better than 
expected

Many trail needs better signage•	

Use of community groups and •	
individuals should be encouraged 
to do park maintenance

Road repair front of Portman•	

Dog waste bag receptacles empty•	

my needs are met but am concerned •	
about others

We have over developed some of our •	
park areas, expecially Hartley

Many volunteers have helped with •	
trails, the Rose Garden, etc.

Better with the “Y” at Woodland•	

ski trail grooming has been first •	
rate

We need affordable programs to •	
help our youth

senior programs•	

I don’t know about this year, but •	
what about next year?

Please list any other 3. 
parks and recreation 
improvements you would 
like to see in Duluth or any 
other comments you would 
like to make.

Dogs

Add a dog park in the east side of •	
town

Additional dog parks like Keene •	
Park
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Areas designated for mountain •	
biking that allow dogs off leash

Dog areas in more parks•	

Dog parks•	

Eliminate dog parks -•	

Enforcement of dog leash laws and •	
poop pick up. - Parks and trails we 
use have become in effect open dog 
parks.

Get dogs off Lakewalk, also bikes •	
and rollerblades and skateboard

I appreciate city destination of parks •	
available for dogs off leash - they 
need to run

Keep dogs away form playgrounds •	
meant for small children & Leif 
Erickson Park

More dog parks•	

more trail for dogs to be off-leash•	

My biggest issue is loose dogs on •	
trails - Hartley is the worst. I am 
approached by an unleashed dog 
almost every time I’m there - it keeps 
me away

Provide doggie bags too•	

Disability

Accessibi l i ty  for  persons w/•	
disabilities

Get Arc Northland and Courage •	
Center to plan facilities/programs 
with disabled in mind

I would like to see more disability •	
accessible areas in parks, some 
parks are very accessible, but 
improvements area always desired.

In City parks, wheel chair access for •	
the disabled

These are 4 developmentally disabled •	
adults who enjoy the out-of-doors. 
Primarily they love walk or enjoying 
flat, wall maintained parks to sit in, 
especially Brighton Park and new 
east end lakewalk

Funding

Although I support additional xxx •	
rec opportunities, I can’t afford 
any additional property taxes. I feel 
the transfer of money form other 
expenditures to be the way to fund 
these activities.

Close and/or sell public Golf Course •	
- use funds to implement parks and 
trails

Community volunteers should be •	
able to help their own community 
centers and building maintenance

Duluth has some of the best outdoor •	
parks and recreation in the state - 
City funds better used on streets/
sewers.

Duluth park and recreation system •	
needs ongoing budget and survey 
to prioritize the needs at each 
location

Having people volunteer their time•	

How about volunteer and or fund •	
raising, we need more community 
involvement

I believe city government employees •	
should have paid health care only 
while on the job. In these tough 
times we must cancel “retired” 
benefits of health which they voted 
in themselves - shameful!

I don’t like my taxes to pay for •	
something I can’t use, that’s why I 
say fix my street first.

I feel the parks and recreation are •	
important, but our city is facing such 
financial problems that some things 
must be put off until our finances 
are fixed



(87)

Needs Assessment Background

c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y
 

in
P
u

t

I think it is essential that Duluth •	
keep its parks and rec facilities 
maintained and operational. Duluth 
is know for its beautiful green spaces 
and it is one “free” resource that 
people of all social economical levels 
should be able to enjoy

Keep neighborhood fire stations •	
open

Lease public owned recreation •	
facilities

Living in a town with another high •	
(8%) property tax increase and a high 
fuel and beverage tax/retail tax is too 
much. If you don’t stop punishing 
citizens for poor management I am 
moving to the cities in two years

My children and I love spending •	
time in parks, willing to pay extra 
taxes, but not to the extent that it 
hurts my family and me (single/one 
income mom)

No more taxes! Charge a fee for •	
those who use the facilities

no new taxes at this time - increase •	
coordination with grass roots efforts 
by users and areas

No new taxes or fees - we pay •	
enough already

Park & Rec is overall a lower priority •	
need Focus on tax cuts, core services 
and economic development. Get 
rid of that foolish gay couples and 
domestic partner registry to save 
money

Park and trail adoption programs •	
sponsored by cit of Duluth

Please stop frivolous spending •	
money where its not needed. If its 
not broken don’t fix it.

Police / Fire / Public safety priority•	

Put up a sign in each park letting •	
people know of improvements and 
where they can donate money

Sell a voluntary “Dultuth Park Pass” •	
to raise money

Sell fish tank!•	

Sell Spirit Mountain - use funds to •	
implement parks and trails

Sell the golf courses•	

Seriously, Duluth is screwed up •	
enough with high taxes and no 
business, wasting more monay on 
feel-good programs will only deepen 
the hole of economic and social 
despair

The city has to put more resources •	
into public areas including parks, it 

is one of most important assets, we 
are not doing a good job at it, look 
at other cities and states- OK city 
for instance

The park point rec center should •	
allow people to rent spaces during 
the Park Point Rummage Sale.They 
did that years ago. Superior does 
that for their sales, I go there.

There is a very small group of people •	
that make a large percentage of the 
money form our large events. Find a 
way to tax these people, I am broke

To fund community center buildings •	
make them multi-users friendly - 
encourage mommy groups to use 
and pay

Volunteer opportunity•	

We can’t support any significant •	
increase in these programs because 
of the economy and the excessive tax 
load and other public fee costs

We can save a ton of money by not •	
catering to sports - just make some 
green space available - l let people 
use their imagination - street repair 
is more essential

WE currently pay $4500 in propo taz •	
and have “no” street lights
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We  h av e  s u p p o r te d  h o cke y •	
excessively - we need to increase 
out support to other youth activities 
(eg. baseball, nordic skiing) and 
life sports (eg. Running, biking, 
xc skiing) to overcome ridiculous 
imbalance to hockey

We need to cut city employees and •	
not add any more

We strongly believe and will support •	
financially an extensive, well-
maintained park and recreation 
system for all ages and interests

You need to improve Indian Point •	
campgrounds - a money maker

Garbage

Add 4 more garbage cans - sometimes •	
there is garbage all over

At least pick up trash in the parks•	

Garbage cans and trash pick up in •	
all parks/trails

Garbage cans at all parks, playgrounds •	
and city public areas

Get some of our prisoners out •	
cleaning the parks!

More garbage containers on trails •	
and courses

Mowing and garbage pick up•	

My friends and I routinely pick up •	
litter (for miles) including Enger 
Park, Lake Walk, areas in the “old 
down town” - I wish we didn’t have 
to do it!!!

My wife and I used to pick up trash •	
at park every Sunday (but now old 
age prevents us) at 1/2 block from 
Fennel Park

People littering, more volunteers?•	

Provide garbage cans•	

The city should provide trash •	
containers in the parking area of 
the water front trail

We visit Blackmer Park daily - •	
frequent garbage but its picked up 
quickly - I appreciate that

Would like to see trash cans for •	
throwing doggy poop bags in all 
parks and trail heads

Information

Accurate trail maps available on •	
internet.

Bring back the staff for the ice rinks •	
on the weekends!!

Communications•	

I can’t find any information online •	
for an indoor playground for my 2 
year old

More communications - updated •	
maps and lists of parks mailed to 
each household once every year

Kids

I believe strongly in neighborhood •	
Community Centers, need more 
centers for our young people.

I think parks and rec programs for •	
kids should be high priority, give the 
kids exposure to the outdoors in a 
safe, supervised setting and keep 
them out of trouble elsewhere.

I think that programs and activities •	
are key for children, to keep them 
active, out of trouble, and be a 
positive learning experience

I would like to see more activities for •	
the kids at the neighborhood parks 
inside and outside the buildings.

In order to have healthy and educated •	
children we must keep our parks etc. 
and libraries open to the max. time 
allowed by city codes

Keep our community centers open •	
for kids
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More toddler friendly equipment at •	
all community parks

Need a stronger push for Girl •	
Scouts, Brownie, Boy Scout and 
Cub Scouts.

Our youth have the biggest stake in •	
the future

Restore funding for after school •	
and summer healthy safe activities 
- Staff: it takes a community to raise 
a child

The emphasis should be more •	
on youth, rather than adults 
recreation

They community needs effective and •	
well staffed after school programs to 
help prevent delinquency

We need to keep programs for kids•	

Lakewalk

Biggest plus: development and •	
co nt i nu i n g  d e v e l o p m e nt  o f 
Lakewalk

Complete the Lake walk trail to •	
Brighton Beach

Connect the lakewalk to scenic drive •	
/ hwybl.

Continue work on expanding Lake •	
Walk

Enjoyed the lakewalk when I was •	
able to

Extending Lakewalk•	

Full Lakewalk access to al persons•	

I really appreciate the the lakewalk •	
goes to 47th ave e now, I run section 
3x week, wish it was lighted - don’t’ 
feel safe when it is dark

Lake walk needs to be finished in •	
front of Beacon Pt

Lakewalk extension into Lakeside •	
was a great project.

Please get that lake walk extension •	
in between Beacon Point condos 
and the lake

the lakewalk is a jewel•	

Maintenance

Ask neighborhoods to adopt parks, •	
facilitate their 1st 2 meetings

Better maintenance of Canal Park •	
trail - needs trimming back

Civic or special interest groups •	
maintaining a park fo facility

Clean up around parks ie Skyline •	
Blvd., Twin Ponds area, and west 
Skyline

Clear trees from Skyline for view•	

Draining, excavation at Chester •	
Bowl both ponds

Duluth parks are old and need to be •	
maintained better

Enger Tower needs repair•	

Erosion at Skyline w of retaining •	
wall

Fix seven bridges as well as you can •	
given the budget restraints

Future renovation and improvements •	
should be done on a volunteer basis 
- property tax already to high

how about businesses or individuals •	
sponsoring upkeep of buildings or 
parks

I think Irving needs renovation•	

I think that you should be able to do •	
some maintenance with the taxes we 
already pay

Just keep them mowed and clean •	
and maintain structures like stairs, 
railings, benches

Lets take care of what we have - •	
thanks
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Memorial park and community •	
center need renovation, grounds 
need significant repair

Merrit Park needs more play •	
equipment, trees, picnic tables and 
pavilion for eating and shade

Most parks seem pretty good and •	
buildings have been functional

Mow the grass!•	

Neighborhood can “keep up” •	
neighborhood park / rec areas

Please clean up Skyline Drive and •	
keep it clean for the beautiful 
sights

Repair at dams, fix erosion along •	
Chester Creek below skyline and 
near “Devils hole”

Repair steps from E Superior st •	
down to Tischer Creek/Congdon 
Park walking path

Skyline parkway improvements •	
needed

Start maintaining what we have •	
before adding new features to the 
mix! Or else get rid of old to start 
something new!

Use volunteers more ie boysocuts, •	
master gardeners, schools, garden 
clubs

WE see many parks in Duluth •	
needing much repair and upkeep - 
Enger tower for one

Wheeler gardens around clubhouse •	
is overgrown mess

Why have a flower garden without •	
any flowers? Our taxes should pay 
for something

Needs

A community outdoor swimming •	
pool

A high priority should be given to •	
Chester Bowl Ski Program - not just 
unique in Mn but the US.

Add disc golf courses•	

Chester Bowl needs a permanent •	
position year round

Community centers to offer family/•	
child activities

Disc golf•	

Get the baseball fields in west •	
Duluth to the standard they have 
at Lake Park - Work with the west 
Duluth coaches to get this going

Groom the cross-county ski trails as •	
often as practical

I live in the upper woodland area, •	
I feel we don’t have a good park 

with playground (only small play at 
community center, run down cobb 
school park), I feel unsafe at Hillside 
and would never take my kids there 
or the downtown area.

I want Enger Tower and the Viking •	
Ship to receive enough attention so 
that they are in good shape

I mp ro v e  p o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r •	
community use

People should be able to have hot •	
dog and marshmallow fires in Park 
fire pits and on the beach

Restrooms at neighborhood parks•	

Skate (park?) at Wheeler is too •	
small

The city needs to cut to ensure that •	
parks are available and advertised 
to all.

The zoo needs help•	

Safety

Concerned about safety on Lakewalk •	
below Ericson Park on the hill where 
all the walks, bikers, and rollerbalders 
merge.(excessive speeds) Suggest 
separating trails.

Ensure safe lighting•	

I would really like to see safe walking •	
areas in my immediate area - Sunchy 
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Road, Miller Mall area, Haines Road 
area

M o r e  c o m m u n i t y  p o l i c e •	
officers - specifically assigned to 
neighborhoods (less territory to 
cover)

Perhaps more lights along some of •	
the walking trails

Police should patrol the waterfront •	
area - much broken glass in parking 
lot

Problems with noise in community •	
parks, midnight use, adults using 
children’s facilities, scaring kids 
away

Speed bumps into streets in parks •	
and walking path on side of street

Street lighting for night walking•	

We don’t use the park close to •	
our home because of gangs using 
Portland square. We used to its das 
to see we have lived here 25 years

Trails and Sidewalks

Add designated bike lanes to major •	
streets

Better design in neighborhoods so •	
you can walk safely

Continued expansion of bike/•	
walking trails to connect all parts 
of the city

Connect all major parks by a •	
designated bike rout

Continue to develop bike/pedestrian •	
corridors and safe routes to 
schools

I greatly appreciate the beauty of the •	
Chester Creek trails / area

I see nothing here for ATV or •	
snowmobiling, both groups pay 
state fee but are not mentioned and 
could provide much needed $$ for 
trail maintenance.

I walk the gravel extension between •	
the ledges and the lakes and strongly 
recommend it to others

Improvements to trails to prevent •	
erosion and negative environmental 
impacts.

Keep the trails always - Amazing •	
resource

LSHT wilderness corridors in •	
Duluth (shouldn’t be on streets)

More bike paths and routes on the •	
roadway for easier and safer bike 
commuting

More trails cut and maintained at •	
Piedmont and Hartley Ski parks

Need to add sidewalks for bike/•	
pedestrians along newly paved Rice 
Lk Rd

Paved trails in Harthy and other •	
parks out east

scenic by-way/multi-modal / peds/ •	
bikes/ cars/ tour groups / over-looks 
a priority keep all open

Sidewalk safe for children in busy •	
areas

Sidewalks on Haines, Highland and •	
Skyline

Snowmobile and ATV trails•	

The mall area (extended) need to be •	
made walkable, walking and biking 
is very bad and dangerous, 1 to 2 
miles in every direction

The RR walk is a jewel•	

Trail along east bank of the Lester •	
River from picnic grounds up 
stream

Walking / bike trails are great now•	

Would like to have extension / •	
connection to Munger Trail at 27th 
Ave w / Heritage Center Area or the 
downtown

Would like to see better bike paths •	
/ lanes.
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General Support

Duluth is a mecca for parks - an •	
outdoor gold mine

Duluth parks are fantastic•	

Harrison is wonderful•	

I am most pleased with park and rec •	
facilities I use - thank you

I love Brighton Beach, Magney •	
Snikely Western Water front trail

I love Duluth for its green spaces •	
and my work is related to recreating 
- thank you for doing this!

I think Duluth city does a pretty •	
good job - I’ve enjoyed several of 
the areas mentioned and am always 
impressed. Course I just moved up 
here 4yrs ago from Texas

I think your doing a great job! Love •	
my trails!

Job well done in tough financial •	
times

Parks and recreation is  ver y •	
important to the City and is part of 
what makes Duluth unique

Thanks for sending out this survey, •	
I hope it helps you out

The park system is a critical piece •	
of Duluth’s quality of life, it is the 

reason I chose to buy a home here, I 
use the parks everyday - NO MORE 
CUTS!!!

The parks and Natural areas are what •	
makes Duluth great, I am happy to 
pay higher taxes to help improve 
them

This is a very large - sq miles - city •	
for just 80-90000 people, I think you 
are doing a great job

We love Duluth’s parks and want •	
them to be a priority, we want to 
support them - they are worth it

Xc Ski trails and maintenance is •	
excellent - keep it up!

Miscellaneous

Get zoo reaccredited and upgraded•	

Improve Skyline blvd - viewing •	
spots, accessibility, etc.

Upgrade Chester Bowl and memorial •	
parks

13th ave east and 12th st needs to be •	
paved - muddy now.

Adding the Miller Creek Disc •	
Golf Course to the list of managed 
facilities - its condition, the amount 
of litter, and erosion are terrible

Biggest minus: allowing the private •	
sector to continue to increasingly 
block view of Lake (our biggest 
asset!)

Continue senior citizen centers and •	
all the youth centers we can afford

DAHA with the travel teams has •	
destroyed our hockey recreation 
program

Do park expansion•	

Don’t rent park point shelters - •	
leave them open to public - open 
bathrooms on park point

Due to advanced age and disabilities •	
we seldom use the xxxx facilities, 
but future generations should have 
the same opportunities we and our 
children enjoyed through the years

Due to age - I cannot use most of •	
these programs

Duluth has too many parks•	

Duluth is  cutting the wrong •	
programs - focus on core facilities 
and programs, get rid of crap like 
Sister Cities Program

Eliminate under-used rec centers (ie. •	
Norton Park, Riverside, Piedmont, 
etc.) and improve used facilities (ie 
Irving, Chcc, Portman)
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Employ youth and seniors to work •	
in parks, trails, etc. as in blds

Families/ kids shouldn’t need the •	
city to entertain them

Here at Miller Creek Condo’s on •	
Sunbee and Hainer, many of us 
wonder when Sunbee Road will be 
free of pot holes, etc. let alone a 
sidewalk to walk on

I like walking the north west paddage •	
over to the auditorium but now am 
concerned about the harm from 
teenagers, etc.

I would like to see all areas of our •	
city treated equally - not just the 
east end

I would like to see more partnerships •	
between the city of Duluth and 
community groups in addressing 
recreation issues. I don’t think that 
continue property tax increases 
should be relied on for revenue.

Judy Gibbs and her volunteers have •	
done a massive job repairing city 
trails - thank you

Keep Park Point natural and restore •	
pt (?)

let nature parks remain “nature”•	

More porta potties•	

More things to do for seniors 65 and •	
older - like donations to get around 
to these places.

Need to put efforts into job creation, •	
If that come from jobs related to this 
survey - great, No jobs, no people, 
no need for parks.

On call regarding a hazard fence, too •	
many lights left on all night - these 
reports where handled quickly at 
Merritt Park - Thanks

Park Point Beach and Beach house•	

Portland Square Park has only one •	
portable restroom in summer - 
add

Senior activities•	

Shame on the City of Duluth! Please •	
do not sell any more park land, ie 
park point lots - If it looks like a duck 
and quacks like a duck - it’s a duck, 
the park point lots are in the park!

Shore up our community parks, •	
those that serve Duluth residents

Stop the in the city deer hunt, •	
we l like nature on trail we enjoy 
Hartley nature and Lakewalk and 
ball parks.

The Irving comm center is a vital •	
part of the community. It has so 

many different uses and it would be a 
great disservice to close the facility

The one existing lakewalk ports •	
potty was out of TP on a Sat last 
weekend - ugh!

The two softball fields af Wade •	
should be made into 3 fast pitch 
fields!!!

There is a need fo a playground, •	
picnic tables and grills along the lakd 
and London Rd./Superior Street

Use volunteers, groups for upkeep •	
/ supervision, ie Friends of tennis, 
Chester Bowl, etc.

We already have many fine facilities •	
and programs - we don’t need 
more

We moved here 9 years ago, treasure •	
beautiful trails and nature, just short 
walk from door, let not take it for 
granted or let it go

We need a park director with •	
vision
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on-line survey

Page:  

1. How often do you and members of your household visit Duluth parks, recreation facilities or trails?

answered question 76

skipped question 1

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

At least once a week 84.2% 64

1-3 times a month 7.9% 6

1-10 times a year 7.9% 6

Never (Please skip to question 3)  0.0% 0

2. Which parks, trails, recreation facilities and activities do you or members of your household use? Please 
check all that apply.

answered question 76

skipped question 1

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Neighborhood Parks - Parks closest 
to your home.

71.1% 54

Community Parks– Larger parks 
designed to serve the community 

such as Canal Park, Chambers 
Grove, Chester Bowl, Leif Erickson, 

Lincoln, Park Point and Wheeler 
Athletic Complex.

86.8% 66

Regional Parks - Large parks and 
natural areas such as Bayfront, 

Brighton Beach, Enger, Fairmont, 
Fond du Lac, Hartley, Hawk Ridge, 
Lester/Amity, Magney/Snively and 

Spirit Mountain.

90.8% 69

Special Use Areas - Unique parks 
and recreation facilities such as 

Arlington Soccer Complex, Rose 
Garden, Indian Point Campground, 

56.6% 43

Page 1 of 10Survey Results

1/8/2010https://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=FWOuUiZmKlmM0F7JKZTG%2bclqa4TM9...

An on-line survey was available on 
the City of Duluth’s web site during 
December, 2009.  80 people filled out 
the on-line questionnaire.  Unlike 
the mailed survey the results are not 
statistically valid as the on-line survey 
is not of a randomly selected proportion 
of the residential population and there 
is not control on the number of times a 
person completes the survey.  However, 
the results are still beneficial as they 
represent people who took the time to 
complete the questionnaire and therefore  
can be assumed to be interested in parks 
and recreation and/or Duluth civic 
issues.  Also, respondents to the on-
line survey were generally a younger 
population than the respondents to the 
mailed survey.  
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Page:  

1. How often do you and members of your household visit Duluth parks, recreation facilities or trails?

answered question 76

skipped question 1

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

At least once a week 84.2% 64

1-3 times a month 7.9% 6

1-10 times a year 7.9% 6

Never (Please skip to question 3)  0.0% 0

2. Which parks, trails, recreation facilities and activities do you or members of your household use? Please 
check all that apply.

answered question 76

skipped question 1

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Neighborhood Parks - Parks closest 
to your home.

71.1% 54

Community Parks– Larger parks 
designed to serve the community 

such as Canal Park, Chambers 
Grove, Chester Bowl, Leif Erickson, 

Lincoln, Park Point and Wheeler 
Athletic Complex.

86.8% 66

Regional Parks - Large parks and 
natural areas such as Bayfront, 

Brighton Beach, Enger, Fairmont, 
Fond du Lac, Hartley, Hawk Ridge, 
Lester/Amity, Magney/Snively and 

Spirit Mountain.

90.8% 69

Special Use Areas - Unique parks 
and recreation facilities such as 

Arlington Soccer Complex, Rose 
Garden, Indian Point Campground, 

56.6% 43

Page 1 of 10Survey Results

1/8/2010https://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=FWOuUiZmKlmM0F7JKZTG%2bclqa4TM9...

2. Which parks, trails, recreation facilities and activities do you or members of your household use? Please 
check all that apply.

answered question 76

skipped question 1

Boy Scout and Munger Landings, 
Lake Superior Zoo, Grassy Pointe, 

Enger Golf Course, Lester Golf 
Course, skateboard and basketball 

parks.

Passive Parks - Smaller less 
developed open spaces such as 
Corner of the Lake, Fond du Lac 

Park Square, Heritage Garden, Lake 
Place Plaza, Lake Superior Plaza, 

Old Main, Pennel, Stanley, 
University, etc.

23.7% 18

Lakewalk - The linear park and trails 
running along Lake Superior from 

Canal Park to the east.
84.2% 64

Other trails - Chester Creek, Hartley, 
Hawk Ridge, Keene Creek, 

Kingsbury Creek, Lester/Amity, 
Lincoln, Magney/Snively, Mission 
Creek, Park Point, Tischer Creek, 

Western Waterfront, etc.

81.6% 62

Community center buildings located 
in city parks such as Portman, 
Woodland, Morgan Park, etc.

31.6% 24

Indoor recreation facilities such as 
Washington Center and Heritage 

Sports Center.
14.5% 11

Organized recreation programs 
offered by the City, schools, non-

profits or others.
25.0% 19

 Other (please List) 9.2% 7

Page: Page 2

Page 2 of 10Survey Results

1/8/2010https://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=FWOuUiZmKlmM0F7JKZTG%2bclqa4TM9...
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2. Which parks, trails, recreation facilities and activities do you or members of your household use? Please 
check all that apply.

answered question 76

skipped question 1

Boy Scout and Munger Landings, 
Lake Superior Zoo, Grassy Pointe, 

Enger Golf Course, Lester Golf 
Course, skateboard and basketball 

parks.

Passive Parks - Smaller less 
developed open spaces such as 
Corner of the Lake, Fond du Lac 

Park Square, Heritage Garden, Lake 
Place Plaza, Lake Superior Plaza, 

Old Main, Pennel, Stanley, 
University, etc.

23.7% 18

Lakewalk - The linear park and trails 
running along Lake Superior from 

Canal Park to the east.
84.2% 64

Other trails - Chester Creek, Hartley, 
Hawk Ridge, Keene Creek, 

Kingsbury Creek, Lester/Amity, 
Lincoln, Magney/Snively, Mission 
Creek, Park Point, Tischer Creek, 

Western Waterfront, etc.

81.6% 62

Community center buildings located 
in city parks such as Portman, 
Woodland, Morgan Park, etc.

31.6% 24

Indoor recreation facilities such as 
Washington Center and Heritage 

Sports Center.
14.5% 11

Organized recreation programs 
offered by the City, schools, non-

profits or others.
25.0% 19

 Other (please List) 9.2% 7

Page: Page 2

Page 2 of 10Survey Results

1/8/2010https://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=FWOuUiZmKlmM0F7JKZTG%2bclqa4TM9...

2. Which parks, trails, recreation facilities and activities do you or members of your household use? Please 
check all that apply.

answered question 76

skipped question 1

Boy Scout and Munger Landings, 
Lake Superior Zoo, Grassy Pointe, 

Enger Golf Course, Lester Golf 
Course, skateboard and basketball 
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developed open spaces such as 
Corner of the Lake, Fond du Lac 

Park Square, Heritage Garden, Lake 
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23.7% 18

Lakewalk - The linear park and trails 
running along Lake Superior from 

Canal Park to the east.
84.2% 64

Other trails - Chester Creek, Hartley, 
Hawk Ridge, Keene Creek, 

Kingsbury Creek, Lester/Amity, 
Lincoln, Magney/Snively, Mission 
Creek, Park Point, Tischer Creek, 

Western Waterfront, etc.

81.6% 62

Community center buildings located 
in city parks such as Portman, 
Woodland, Morgan Park, etc.

31.6% 24

Indoor recreation facilities such as 
Washington Center and Heritage 

Sports Center.
14.5% 11

Organized recreation programs 
offered by the City, schools, non-

profits or others.
25.0% 19

 Other (please List) 9.2% 7
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3. Organized recreation programs and activities offered by the City, schools, non-profits and others were 
reduced. Are there gaps in recreation programs or activities needs that are not currently being met?

answered question 73

skipped question 4

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

No. Recreation program offerings 
and activities meet my needs. Add 

any comment below.
21.9% 16

Not applicable/No response 52.1% 38

Yes. There are gaps in program 
offerings. Please indicate program or 

activity needs below.
26.0% 19

 Comments/Program or Activity Needs 23

4. Park maintenance services and recreation facility replacement have been reduced. Have these changes 
affected you or your household?

answered question 73

skipped question 4

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

No. There has been no affect upon 
my use of the parks or 

neighborhood/community quality. 
Add any comments below.

35.6% 26

Not applicable/No response 13.7% 10

Yes. There have been affects upon 
use of parks and neighborhood/ 

community quality. Please indicate 
maintenance or replacement 

needs below.

50.7% 37

 Comments/Maintenance or Replacement Needs 33
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5. How often do you bicycle in Duluth?

answered question 73

skipped question 4

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Never 19.2% 14

Daily 24.7% 18

Once/week 37.0% 27

Once/month 19.2% 14

6. Do you bicycle in the winter?

answered question 73

skipped question 4

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Yes 28.8% 21

No 71.2% 52

7. Do you ever bicycle to work?

answered question 72

skipped question 5

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Yes 52.8% 38

No 47.2% 34
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3. Organized recreation programs and activities offered by the City, schools, non-profits and others were 
reduced. Are there gaps in recreation programs or activities needs that are not currently being met?
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5. How often do you bicycle in Duluth?

answered question 73

skipped question 4

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Never 19.2% 14

Daily 24.7% 18

Once/week 37.0% 27

Once/month 19.2% 14

6. Do you bicycle in the winter?

answered question 73

skipped question 4

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Yes 28.8% 21

No 71.2% 52

7. Do you ever bicycle to work?

answered question 72

skipped question 5

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Yes 52.8% 38

No 47.2% 34
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8. Do you mountain bike on unpaved trails?

answered question 72

skipped question 5

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Yes 52.8% 38

No 47.2% 34

Page: Page 4

9. How satisfied are you with the following elements of the Duluth parks and recreation system and what priority 
does the element hold for your household in the future?

answered question 65

skipped question 12

Current Rating

 Satisfied Unsatisfied
Response 

Count

Neighborhood parks 87.9% (51) 12.1% (7) 58

Community parks 87.3% (48) 12.7% (7) 55

Athletic fields 88.9% (40) 11.1% (5) 45

Regional recreation facilities 88.0% (44) 12.0% (6) 50

Natural areas/nature parks 90.2% (55) 9.8% (6) 61

Biking trails 45.8% (27) 54.2% (32) 59

Mountain biking trails 71.2% (37) 28.8% (15) 52

Walking trails 86.2% (50) 13.8% (8) 58

Cross Country ski trails 81.0% (47) 19.0% (11) 58

Lakewalk linear park 90.9% (50) 9.1% (5) 55

Community center buildings 69.8% (30) 30.2% (13) 43

Park maintenance and upkeep 56.4% (31) 43.6% (24) 55
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8. Do you mountain bike on unpaved trails?

answered question 72

skipped question 5

Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Yes 52.8% 38

No 47.2% 34

Page: Page 4

9. How satisfied are you with the following elements of the Duluth parks and recreation system and what priority 
does the element hold for your household in the future?

answered question 65

skipped question 12

Current Rating

 Satisfied Unsatisfied
Response 

Count

Neighborhood parks 87.9% (51) 12.1% (7) 58

Community parks 87.3% (48) 12.7% (7) 55

Athletic fields 88.9% (40) 11.1% (5) 45

Regional recreation facilities 88.0% (44) 12.0% (6) 50

Natural areas/nature parks 90.2% (55) 9.8% (6) 61

Biking trails 45.8% (27) 54.2% (32) 59

Mountain biking trails 71.2% (37) 28.8% (15) 52

Walking trails 86.2% (50) 13.8% (8) 58

Cross Country ski trails 81.0% (47) 19.0% (11) 58

Lakewalk linear park 90.9% (50) 9.1% (5) 55

Community center buildings 69.8% (30) 30.2% (13) 43

Park maintenance and upkeep 56.4% (31) 43.6% (24) 55
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9. How satisfied are you with the following elements of the Duluth parks and recreation system and what priority 
does the element hold for your household in the future?

answered question 65

skipped question 12

Indoor recreation 80.0% (32) 20.0% (8) 40

Indoor ice skating rinks 94.7% (36) 5.3% (2) 38

Outdoor ice skating rinks 67.4% (29) 32.6% (14) 43

Youth recreation programs 61.0% (25) 39.0% (16) 41

Adult recreation programs-Ages 18-
54

86.8% (33) 13.2% (5) 38

Senior recreation programs-Ages 
55+

82.9% (29) 17.1% (6) 35

Special events 97.1% (34) 2.9% (1) 35

Communications 60.5% (23) 39.5% (15) 38

Priority for Future

 High Priority Low Priority
Response 

Count

Neighborhood parks 82.5% (47) 17.5% (10) 57

Community parks 87.5% (49) 12.5% (7) 56

Athletic fields 39.6% (19) 60.4% (29) 48

Regional recreation facilities 64.0% (32) 36.0% (18) 50

Natural areas/nature parks 89.5% (51) 10.5% (6) 57

Biking trails 75.4% (43) 24.6% (14) 57

Mountain biking trails 52.8% (28) 47.2% (25) 53

Walking trails 76.8% (43) 23.2% (13) 56

Cross Country ski trails 84.2% (48) 15.8% (9) 57

Lakewalk linear park 75.0% (39) 25.0% (13) 52

Community center buildings 38.3% (18) 61.7% (29) 47

Park maintenance and upkeep 74.1% (40) 25.9% (14) 54
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9. How satisfied are you with the following elements of the Duluth parks and recreation system and what priority 
does the element hold for your household in the future?

answered question 65

skipped question 12

Indoor recreation 21.4% (9) 78.6% (33) 42

Indoor ice skating rinks 7.3% (3) 92.7% (38) 41

Outdoor ice skating rinks 53.2% (25) 46.8% (22) 47

Youth recreation programs 69.6% (32) 30.4% (14) 46

Adult recreation programs-Ages 18-
54

25.6% (11) 74.4% (32) 43

Senior recreation programs-Ages 
55+

31.7% (13) 68.3% (28) 41

Special events 24.3% (9) 75.7% (28) 37

Communications 56.8% (21) 43.2% (16) 37

10. We would like your opinion on key issues facing parks and recreation in Duluth.

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Strongly 
Agree

Agree Not Sure Disagree
Strongly 
Disagree

Response 
Count

Duluth’s parks, trails, recreation 
opportunities, and public open 

spaces are key elements in quality of 
life and the quality of the community.

94.0% 
(63)

4.5% (3) 1.5% (1) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 67

Duluth should assure that 
neighborhood scale parks and 

recreation facilities are within easy 
walking distance of most people’s 

home.

62.7% 
(42)

26.9% 
(18)

6.0% (4) 4.5% (3) 0.0% (0) 67

Duluth should assure that high 
quality parks and recreation facilities 

are within an easy drive of most 
people’s homes.

52.2% 
(35)

40.3% 
(27)

7.5% (5) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 67
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9. How satisfied are you with the following elements of the Duluth parks and recreation system and what priority 
does the element hold for your household in the future?

answered question 65

skipped question 12

Indoor recreation 80.0% (32) 20.0% (8) 40

Indoor ice skating rinks 94.7% (36) 5.3% (2) 38

Outdoor ice skating rinks 67.4% (29) 32.6% (14) 43

Youth recreation programs 61.0% (25) 39.0% (16) 41

Adult recreation programs-Ages 18-
54

86.8% (33) 13.2% (5) 38

Senior recreation programs-Ages 
55+

82.9% (29) 17.1% (6) 35

Special events 97.1% (34) 2.9% (1) 35

Communications 60.5% (23) 39.5% (15) 38

Priority for Future

 High Priority Low Priority
Response 

Count

Neighborhood parks 82.5% (47) 17.5% (10) 57

Community parks 87.5% (49) 12.5% (7) 56

Athletic fields 39.6% (19) 60.4% (29) 48

Regional recreation facilities 64.0% (32) 36.0% (18) 50

Natural areas/nature parks 89.5% (51) 10.5% (6) 57

Biking trails 75.4% (43) 24.6% (14) 57

Mountain biking trails 52.8% (28) 47.2% (25) 53

Walking trails 76.8% (43) 23.2% (13) 56

Cross Country ski trails 84.2% (48) 15.8% (9) 57

Lakewalk linear park 75.0% (39) 25.0% (13) 52

Community center buildings 38.3% (18) 61.7% (29) 47

Park maintenance and upkeep 74.1% (40) 25.9% (14) 54
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9. How satisfied are you with the following elements of the Duluth parks and recreation system and what priority 
does the element hold for your household in the future?

answered question 65

skipped question 12

Indoor recreation 21.4% (9) 78.6% (33) 42

Indoor ice skating rinks 7.3% (3) 92.7% (38) 41

Outdoor ice skating rinks 53.2% (25) 46.8% (22) 47

Youth recreation programs 69.6% (32) 30.4% (14) 46

Adult recreation programs-Ages 18-
54

25.6% (11) 74.4% (32) 43

Senior recreation programs-Ages 
55+

31.7% (13) 68.3% (28) 41

Special events 24.3% (9) 75.7% (28) 37

Communications 56.8% (21) 43.2% (16) 37

10. We would like your opinion on key issues facing parks and recreation in Duluth.

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Strongly 
Agree

Agree Not Sure Disagree
Strongly 
Disagree

Response 
Count

Duluth’s parks, trails, recreation 
opportunities, and public open 

spaces are key elements in quality of 
life and the quality of the community.

94.0% 
(63)

4.5% (3) 1.5% (1) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 67

Duluth should assure that 
neighborhood scale parks and 

recreation facilities are within easy 
walking distance of most people’s 

home.

62.7% 
(42)

26.9% 
(18)

6.0% (4) 4.5% (3) 0.0% (0) 67

Duluth should assure that high 
quality parks and recreation facilities 

are within an easy drive of most 
people’s homes.

52.2% 
(35)

40.3% 
(27)

7.5% (5) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 67
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9. How satisfied are you with the following elements of the Duluth parks and recreation system and what priority 
does the element hold for your household in the future?

answered question 65

skipped question 12

Indoor recreation 21.4% (9) 78.6% (33) 42

Indoor ice skating rinks 7.3% (3) 92.7% (38) 41

Outdoor ice skating rinks 53.2% (25) 46.8% (22) 47

Youth recreation programs 69.6% (32) 30.4% (14) 46

Adult recreation programs-Ages 18-
54

25.6% (11) 74.4% (32) 43

Senior recreation programs-Ages 
55+

31.7% (13) 68.3% (28) 41

Special events 24.3% (9) 75.7% (28) 37

Communications 56.8% (21) 43.2% (16) 37

10. We would like your opinion on key issues facing parks and recreation in Duluth.

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Strongly 
Agree

Agree Not Sure Disagree
Strongly 
Disagree

Response 
Count

Duluth’s parks, trails, recreation 
opportunities, and public open 

spaces are key elements in quality of 
life and the quality of the community.

94.0% 
(63)

4.5% (3) 1.5% (1) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 67

Duluth should assure that 
neighborhood scale parks and 

recreation facilities are within easy 
walking distance of most people’s 

home.

62.7% 
(42)

26.9% 
(18)

6.0% (4) 4.5% (3) 0.0% (0) 67

Duluth should assure that high 
quality parks and recreation facilities 

are within an easy drive of most 
people’s homes.

52.2% 
(35)

40.3% 
(27)

7.5% (5) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 67
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9. How satisfied are you with the following elements of the Duluth parks and recreation system and what priority 
does the element hold for your household in the future?

answered question 65

skipped question 12

Indoor recreation 21.4% (9) 78.6% (33) 42

Indoor ice skating rinks 7.3% (3) 92.7% (38) 41

Outdoor ice skating rinks 53.2% (25) 46.8% (22) 47

Youth recreation programs 69.6% (32) 30.4% (14) 46

Adult recreation programs-Ages 18-
54

25.6% (11) 74.4% (32) 43

Senior recreation programs-Ages 
55+

31.7% (13) 68.3% (28) 41

Special events 24.3% (9) 75.7% (28) 37

Communications 56.8% (21) 43.2% (16) 37

10. We would like your opinion on key issues facing parks and recreation in Duluth.

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Strongly 
Agree

Agree Not Sure Disagree
Strongly 
Disagree

Response 
Count

Duluth’s parks, trails, recreation 
opportunities, and public open 

spaces are key elements in quality of 
life and the quality of the community.

94.0% 
(63)

4.5% (3) 1.5% (1) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 67

Duluth should assure that 
neighborhood scale parks and 

recreation facilities are within easy 
walking distance of most people’s 

home.

62.7% 
(42)

26.9% 
(18)

6.0% (4) 4.5% (3) 0.0% (0) 67

Duluth should assure that high 
quality parks and recreation facilities 

are within an easy drive of most 
people’s homes.

52.2% 
(35)

40.3% 
(27)

7.5% (5) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 67
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10. We would like your opinion on key issues facing parks and recreation in Duluth.

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Duluth should focus on connecting 
parks and neighborhoods with trails 

and bikeways.

67.2% 
(45)

19.4% 
(13)

7.5% (5) 4.5% (3) 1.5% (1) 67

11. We would like your opinion on community center buildings.

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Renovate 
and open all 

the 
community 

center 
buildings.

Renovate 
and open 

some
buildings 

and remove 
some

buildings.

Remove all 
community

center 
buildings.

Not sure/no 
opinion

Response 
Count

Several community center buildings 
in parks are currently closed due to 

budget constraints and the 
deteriorated condition of the 

buildings. What option for dealing 
with these buildings do you prefer?

13.4% (9) 62.7% (42) 3.0% (2) 20.9% (14) 67

12. Which of the following improvements/additions to the Duluth parks and recreation system would you be 
willing to support?

answered question 67

skipped question 10

 Great support Marginal support No support
Response 

Count

Additions to and extension of 
bike/walk trails

82.1% (55) 16.4% (11) 1.5% (1) 67

Renovation of existing neighborhood 
parks

65.2% (43) 31.8% (21) 3.0% (2) 66

Renovation of existing community 
center buildings

30.3% (20) 50.0% (33) 19.7% (13) 66
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10. We would like your opinion on key issues facing parks and recreation in Duluth.

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Duluth should focus on connecting 
parks and neighborhoods with trails 

and bikeways.

67.2% 
(45)

19.4% 
(13)

7.5% (5) 4.5% (3) 1.5% (1) 67

11. We would like your opinion on community center buildings.

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Renovate 
and open all 

the 
community 

center 
buildings.

Renovate 
and open 

some
buildings 

and remove 
some

buildings.

Remove all 
community

center 
buildings.

Not sure/no 
opinion

Response 
Count

Several community center buildings 
in parks are currently closed due to 

budget constraints and the 
deteriorated condition of the 

buildings. What option for dealing 
with these buildings do you prefer?

13.4% (9) 62.7% (42) 3.0% (2) 20.9% (14) 67

12. Which of the following improvements/additions to the Duluth parks and recreation system would you be 
willing to support?

answered question 67

skipped question 10

 Great support Marginal support No support
Response 

Count

Additions to and extension of 
bike/walk trails

82.1% (55) 16.4% (11) 1.5% (1) 67

Renovation of existing neighborhood 
parks

65.2% (43) 31.8% (21) 3.0% (2) 66

Renovation of existing community 
center buildings

30.3% (20) 50.0% (33) 19.7% (13) 66
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10. We would like your opinion on key issues facing parks and recreation in Duluth.

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Duluth should focus on connecting 
parks and neighborhoods with trails 

and bikeways.

67.2% 
(45)

19.4% 
(13)

7.5% (5) 4.5% (3) 1.5% (1) 67

11. We would like your opinion on community center buildings.

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Renovate 
and open all 

the 
community 

center 
buildings.

Renovate 
and open 

some
buildings 

and remove 
some

buildings.

Remove all 
community

center 
buildings.

Not sure/no 
opinion

Response 
Count

Several community center buildings 
in parks are currently closed due to 

budget constraints and the 
deteriorated condition of the 

buildings. What option for dealing 
with these buildings do you prefer?

13.4% (9) 62.7% (42) 3.0% (2) 20.9% (14) 67

12. Which of the following improvements/additions to the Duluth parks and recreation system would you be 
willing to support?

answered question 67

skipped question 10

 Great support Marginal support No support
Response 

Count

Additions to and extension of 
bike/walk trails

82.1% (55) 16.4% (11) 1.5% (1) 67

Renovation of existing neighborhood 
parks

65.2% (43) 31.8% (21) 3.0% (2) 66

Renovation of existing community 
center buildings

30.3% (20) 50.0% (33) 19.7% (13) 66
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12. Which of the following improvements/additions to the Duluth parks and recreation system would you be 
willing to support?

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Improvements to existing passive, 
nature parks

59.1% (39) 40.9% (27) 0.0% (0) 66

Improvements to existing athletic 
fields

24.2% (16) 59.1% (39) 16.7% (11) 66

City sponsored recreation programs 
and activities

37.3% (25) 47.8% (32) 14.9% (10) 67

Expanded park maintenance 59.1% (39) 40.9% (27) 0.0% (0) 66

13. How many people in the following age categories live in your household?

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Response 
Average

Response 
Total

Response 
Count

 0-5 years  1.35 27 20

 6-11 years  1.31 21 16

 12-19 years  0.93 14 15

20-29 years 1.94 35 16

 30-39 years  1.52 38 25

 40-49 years  1.38 40 29

 50-64 years  1.50 33 22

 65+ years  0.78 7 9
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12. Which of the following improvements/additions to the Duluth parks and recreation system would you be 
willing to support?

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Improvements to existing passive, 
nature parks

59.1% (39) 40.9% (27) 0.0% (0) 66

Improvements to existing athletic 
fields

24.2% (16) 59.1% (39) 16.7% (11) 66

City sponsored recreation programs 
and activities

37.3% (25) 47.8% (32) 14.9% (10) 67

Expanded park maintenance 59.1% (39) 40.9% (27) 0.0% (0) 66

13. How many people in the following age categories live in your household?

answered question 67

skipped question 10

Response 
Average

Response 
Total

Response 
Count

 0-5 years  1.35 27 20

 6-11 years  1.31 21 16

 12-19 years  0.93 14 15

20-29 years 1.94 35 16

 30-39 years  1.52 38 25

 40-49 years  1.38 40 29

 50-64 years  1.50 33 22

 65+ years  0.78 7 9

Page 9 of 10Survey Results
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14. Please list any other parks and recreation improvements you would like to see in Duluth or any other 
comments you would like to make.

answered question 37

skipped question 40

Response 
Count

 37

Page 10 of 10Survey Results

1/8/2010https://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=FWOuUiZmKlmM0F7JKZTG%2bclqa4TM9...



(107)

Needs Assessment Background

c
o

m
m

u
n

it
y
 

in
P
u

t

14. Please list any other parks and recreation improvements you would like to see in Duluth or any other 
comments you would like to make.
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CITY NAME Duluth Woodbury Blaine Bloomington Burnsville Eagan Eden Prairie Maple Grove Plymouth St. Cloud Rochester
City area in square miles 68 36 34 38 28 34 36 36 41 56

Total City population 84,167 57,000 55,540 84,347 61,355 65,000 64,846 60,867 72,000 66,855 100,500

Acreage of City parks & open space per 1000 population 131 37 22 46 29 22 16 20 14 22 24

City Parks/parkland acreage 7,400 1,672* 1,222 3,884 1,800 1,350 2,500 1,238 868 1,483 2,440

Number of parks 105 48 61 71+18 ponds 78 54 44 57 51 95 104

Number of parks per 10,000 people 12.5 8.42 11 8 13 8 7 10 7.1

Number of community parks 20 5 9 11 27 4 6 1 5 15 12

Number of community playfield parks 9 2** 6 3 N/A 4 1 15 9 2 6

Number of neighborhood parks 28 36 23 23 27 43 21 16 28 80 68

Number of tot lot or mini-parks 5 3*** 23 18 15 N/A 9 11 6 N/A 5

School athletic field acreage (under agreement with City) 5 27 baseball/softball 

fields, 27 soccer/ 

football fields

N/A 341 22 Infields 100 20 440 N/A N/A N/A

Special use facilities acreage (golf courses, ice arenas, community centers, etc.) 400 220 0 188 27 20 1,400 20 14 50 650

Active City parks space acreage 1,300 363 396-32% 725-18% 645-18% 500-37% 1,000-40% 750-60% 370 515 1510

Passive City park & open space acreage 6,100 1,743 826 3,159 1,155 850 1,500 488 481*** 969 930

Total City parks & open space acreage (Owned or maintained by City & with public access) 7,400 2,107 1,222 4,225 N/A 1,450 2,520 1,678 868

Total non-City parks & open space acreage (State, Regional, Private with public access) 3,200 N/A 140 4,707 1,460 3000 1,780 1,747 447 N/A 312

Total City and non-City Parks & open space acreage 11,600 2,107 1,362 8,932 3,260 4,450 4,300 3,425 1,345 1483 2,752

Acreage of all parks and open space as a percent of the City 25% 9% 6% 37% 18% 20% 19% 15% 19% 7% 8%

* Includes Special Use Parks, Excludes open space
**Woodbury’s athletic fields are contained in two community parks, Ojibway and Bielenberg
***Includes French Regional Park
Number of recreation facilities does not include non-city facilities, such as school district fields, tennis 
courts, etc.

How Does DulutH’s Park system measure uP?  
Benchmarking Duluth’s Park System against 11 other similar sized cities in Minnesota helps 
assess how well the city serves its residents compared to other cities.  The comparison is 
useful in identifying significant deficiencies or excesses, but results must be considered in 
light of other local factors.  Every city is unique, resulting in unique park systems established 
by historic development patterns, climate, local recreation trends, natural resources, and a 
host of other factors.  How communities measure and define park system elements also affects 
the comparison.  For example, one city may include all bike lanes when measuring miles of 

community benchmarks  

table 3.1
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CITY NAME Duluth Woodbury Blaine Bloomington Burnsville Eagan Eden Prairie Maple Grove Plymouth St. Cloud Rochester
City area in square miles 68 36 34 38 28 34 36 36 41 56

Total City population 84,167 57,000 55,540 84,347 61,355 65,000 64,846 60,867 72,000 66,855 100,500

Acreage of City parks & open space per 1000 population 131 37 22 46 29 22 16 20 14 22 24

City Parks/parkland acreage 7,400 1,672* 1,222 3,884 1,800 1,350 2,500 1,238 868 1,483 2,440

Number of parks 105 48 61 71+18 ponds 78 54 44 57 51 95 104

Number of parks per 10,000 people 12.5 8.42 11 8 13 8 7 10 7.1

Number of community parks 20 5 9 11 27 4 6 1 5 15 12

Number of community playfield parks 9 2** 6 3 N/A 4 1 15 9 2 6

Number of neighborhood parks 28 36 23 23 27 43 21 16 28 80 68

Number of tot lot or mini-parks 5 3*** 23 18 15 N/A 9 11 6 N/A 5

School athletic field acreage (under agreement with City) 5 27 baseball/softball 

fields, 27 soccer/ 

football fields

N/A 341 22 Infields 100 20 440 N/A N/A N/A

Special use facilities acreage (golf courses, ice arenas, community centers, etc.) 400 220 0 188 27 20 1,400 20 14 50 650

Active City parks space acreage 1,300 363 396-32% 725-18% 645-18% 500-37% 1,000-40% 750-60% 370 515 1510

Passive City park & open space acreage 6,100 1,743 826 3,159 1,155 850 1,500 488 481*** 969 930

Total City parks & open space acreage (Owned or maintained by City & with public access) 7,400 2,107 1,222 4,225 N/A 1,450 2,520 1,678 868

Total non-City parks & open space acreage (State, Regional, Private with public access) 3,200 N/A 140 4,707 1,460 3000 1,780 1,747 447 N/A 312

Total City and non-City Parks & open space acreage 11,600 2,107 1,362 8,932 3,260 4,450 4,300 3,425 1,345 1483 2,752

Acreage of all parks and open space as a percent of the City 25% 9% 6% 37% 18% 20% 19% 15% 19% 7% 8%

* Includes Special Use Parks, Excludes open space
**Woodbury’s athletic fields are contained in two community parks, Ojibway and Bielenberg
***Includes French Regional Park
Number of recreation facilities does not include non-city facilities, such as school district fields, tennis 
courts, etc.

trails while another may only count off-street pathways.  The table below is a sampling of 
the comparison.  

Key findings of the Community Benchmarking conclude that Duluth has significantly more 
park land per capita, less public access to school fields, significantly less paved trails and 
bikeways, and more unpaved trails, fewer large soccer/football fields, and fewer indoor 
community recreation facilities.  
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CITY NAME Duluth Woodbury Blaine Bloomington Burnsville Eagan Eden Prairie Maple Grove Plymouth St. Cloud Rochester
Miles of paved trails (off road) 5 120 54 13.18 100 miles of trails & 

sidewalks

98  (parks and blvd) 102 City Park Trail – 44

City ROW Trail – 50

3 Rivers Trail - 16

N/A 20 92

Miles of striped bike lanes 0 0 2.78 1 N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A 3

Miles of sidewalk 380 N/A 70 233 above 31 84 N/A 13 500

Miles of unpaved trails 100 N/A 0 33 6.35 6 10 City – 1

3 Rivers - 6

40 N/A 14

Miles of bike routes (signed) 0 2.78 2 miles by Dakota 

County

2 0 N/A 100 N/A 3

Number of tennis courts 16 35 11 53 City / 24 School 

District

31 32 52 45 including school/

parks

50 19 40

Number of tennis courts per 10,000 residents 2 6 2 9 5 5 48 7.5 7 3 4

Number of outdoor basketball courts 20 4 Half-Court

16 Full Court

32 14 Full Court              

15 Half Court

35 8 +18 multi-purpose 25 courts 31 including school/

parks

7 32 15

Number of outdoor basketball courts per 10,000 residents 3.5 5.8 3.4 6 4 4 5 1

Number of outdoor ice rinks 15 7 hockey / 7 general 

skate

6 hockey / 4 general 

skating

16 Lighted hockey/ 

15 general

16 Lighted hockey/ 

15 general

15 hockey / 14 

general skate

9 hockey / 9 free 

skate

12 hockey / 17 

general

11 hockey 16 7

Number of indoor ice rinks per 10,000 residents 2.4 N/A .36 6.4 .3 .4 .32 .2 .3 .6

Number of large soccer/lacrosse/football fields 11 26 14 38 53 12 ( potential for 

others as needed)

15 large and 36 small 19 Regularion (1 

lighted)

32 35 27

Number of adult baseball fields 1 47 Combined 3 8 1 2 5 - 90ft. fields 58 Multi-use (4 

lighted)

12 Baseball (1 

lighted)

42 Adult combined 

baseball/softball

26 4

Number of youth baseball fields 15 3 9 (baseball/softball) 7 2 32 10 youth combined 

baseball/softball

N/A 32

Number of adult softball fields 4 7 4 12 17 6 42 Adult combined 

baseball/softball

N/A 11

Number of youth softball fields 10 14 above 36 SB/BB 40 (also used for 

youth baseball)

20 10 youth combined 

baseball/softball

N/A 10

* Includes Special Use Parks, Excludes open space
**Woodbury’s athletic fields are contained in two community parks, Ojibway and Bielenberg
***Includes French Regional Park
Number of recreation facilities does not include non-city facilities, such as school district fields, tennis 
courts, etc.
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CITY NAME Duluth Woodbury Blaine Bloomington Burnsville Eagan Eden Prairie Maple Grove Plymouth St. Cloud Rochester
Miles of paved trails (off road) 5 120 54 13.18 100 miles of trails & 

sidewalks

98  (parks and blvd) 102 City Park Trail – 44

City ROW Trail – 50

3 Rivers Trail - 16

N/A 20 92

Miles of striped bike lanes 0 0 2.78 1 N/A 0 N/A N/A N/A 3

Miles of sidewalk 380 N/A 70 233 above 31 84 N/A 13 500

Miles of unpaved trails 100 N/A 0 33 6.35 6 10 City – 1

3 Rivers - 6

40 N/A 14

Miles of bike routes (signed) 0 2.78 2 miles by Dakota 

County

2 0 N/A 100 N/A 3

Number of tennis courts 16 35 11 53 City / 24 School 

District

31 32 52 45 including school/

parks

50 19 40

Number of tennis courts per 10,000 residents 2 6 2 9 5 5 48 7.5 7 3 4

Number of outdoor basketball courts 20 4 Half-Court

16 Full Court

32 14 Full Court              

15 Half Court

35 8 +18 multi-purpose 25 courts 31 including school/

parks

7 32 15

Number of outdoor basketball courts per 10,000 residents 3.5 5.8 3.4 6 4 4 5 1

Number of outdoor ice rinks 15 7 hockey / 7 general 

skate

6 hockey / 4 general 

skating

16 Lighted hockey/ 

15 general

16 Lighted hockey/ 

15 general

15 hockey / 14 

general skate

9 hockey / 9 free 

skate

12 hockey / 17 

general

11 hockey 16 7

Number of indoor ice rinks per 10,000 residents 2.4 N/A .36 6.4 .3 .4 .32 .2 .3 .6

Number of large soccer/lacrosse/football fields 11 26 14 38 53 12 ( potential for 

others as needed)

15 large and 36 small 19 Regularion (1 

lighted)

32 35 27

Number of adult baseball fields 1 47 Combined 3 8 1 2 5 - 90ft. fields 58 Multi-use (4 

lighted)

12 Baseball (1 

lighted)

42 Adult combined 

baseball/softball

26 4

Number of youth baseball fields 15 3 9 (baseball/softball) 7 2 32 10 youth combined 

baseball/softball

N/A 32

Number of adult softball fields 4 7 4 12 17 6 42 Adult combined 

baseball/softball

N/A 11

Number of youth softball fields 10 14 above 36 SB/BB 40 (also used for 

youth baseball)

20 10 youth combined 

baseball/softball

N/A 10

* Includes Special Use Parks, Excludes open space
**Woodbury’s athletic fields are contained in two community parks, Ojibway and Bielenberg
***Includes French Regional Park
Number of recreation facilities does not include non-city facilities, such as school district fields, tennis 
courts, etc.
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CITY NAME Duluth Woodbury Blaine Bloomington Burnsville Eagan Eden Prairie Maple Grove Plymouth St. Cloud Rochester
Key regional and community park and recreation facilities (list): Wade/Wheeler 

Baseball/Softball 

Complex, Lakewalk, 

Chester Bowl Ski Hill, 

Enger Tower Park, 

Enger Park & Lester 

Park Golf Courses, 

Lake Superior Zoo, 

Park Point Recreation 

Area, Rose Garden, 

Arlington Soccer 

Complex, Jean Duluth 

Soccer Complex.

Central Park, 

Bielenberg Sports 

Center, Ojibwe Park, 

Tamarack Nature 

Center

National Sports 

Center, TPC-Twin 

Cities

Valleyview and Kelly 

Playfields, Hyland 

Bush Anderson 

Lakes Regional 

Parks, Bloomington 

Center for the Arts, 

Bloomington Family 

Aquatic Center, 

Bloomington Ice 

Garden, Bush Lake 

Beach, Dred Scott 

Playfields, Dwan 

Golf Course, Hyland 

Greens Golf course, 

Pond-Dakota Mission 

House

Murphy Hanranhan 

Regional Park 160 

Acres, Black Dog 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Preserve 1300 acres

Fort Snelling State 

Park, Lebanon Hills 

Regional Park (Dakota 

Co), Historic Holz 

Farm Park, Caponi 

Art park, Lexington 

Diffley Athletic 

Fields, Northview 

Park Athletic 

Fields, Central Park 

(associated with 

Comm Ctr), Patrick 

Eagan Park natural 

area, Cascade Bay 

Aquatic Park

Round Lake, Staring 

Lake, Riley Lake and 

Miller Community 

Parks.  Bryant Lake 

and Anderson Lake 

Regional Parks.  MN 

Valley National 

Wildlife Refuge.

Maple Grove 

Community Center, 

Weaver Lake 

Community Beach, 

Elm Creek Arboretum, 

Elm Creek Park 

Reserve (3 Rivers), 

Fish Lake  Regional 

Park (3 Rivers), Eagle 

Lake Regional Park 

(3 Rivers), Medicine 

Lake Regional Trail 

(3Rivers)

French Regional Park, 

Plymouth Ice Center, 

Hilde Performance 

Center, Millennium 

Garden, Plymouth 

Creek Center, Nature 

Canyon, Plymouth 

Skate Park, Egan Dog 

Park; Luce Line Trail

Municipal Athletic 

Complex, Whitney 

Recreation Center, 

Riverside Regional 

Park, Wilson Regional 

Park, Lake George 

Municipal 

Complex.

 

Soldier’s Field Park;  

Rochester Baseball 

Complex; Faud 

Mansour Soccer 

Complex; McQuillian 

Softball Complex; 

Watson Youth Sport 

Complex

Indoor Recreation Facilities (list): Washington Center,  

Fryberger Arena

Central Park, 

Bielenberg Ice 

Arena, Bielenberg 

Field House, 4 Park 

Buildings

6 Park Buildings Bloomington 

Center for the Arts, 

Bloomington Ice 

Garden, Pond-Dakota 

Mission House, Old 

Town Hall, Creekview 

Senior Center, 

Armory

Ice Arena, Lake 

Alimagnet Art Center

Eagan Community 

Center, Eagan Civic 

Arena, Eagan Art 

House

Eden Prairie 

Community Center 

(City facility), Lifetime 

Fitness Clubs (Private 

- 2 facilities)

Pool, Play Apparatus, 

Gymnasium, Ice 

Arena, Teen Center

Municipal Athletic 

Complex; Whitney 

Senior Center, 

Whitney Recreation 

Center,; Lake George 

Municipal Complex

Graham Ice Arena 

(4 rinks); Rochester 

Recreation Center (2 

rinks, pool and gym) 

National Volleyball 

Center (8 courts); 

Regional Sports 

Center (2 gyms, 

indoor track)
* Includes Special Use Parks, Excludes open space
**Woodbury’s athletic fields are contained in two community parks, Ojibway and Bielenberg
***Includes French Regional Park
Number of recreation facilities does not include non-city facilities, such as school district fields, tennis 
courts, etc.
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CITY NAME Duluth Woodbury Blaine Bloomington Burnsville Eagan Eden Prairie Maple Grove Plymouth St. Cloud Rochester
Key regional and community park and recreation facilities (list): Wade/Wheeler 

Baseball/Softball 

Complex, Lakewalk, 

Chester Bowl Ski Hill, 

Enger Tower Park, 

Enger Park & Lester 

Park Golf Courses, 

Lake Superior Zoo, 

Park Point Recreation 

Area, Rose Garden, 

Arlington Soccer 

Complex, Jean Duluth 

Soccer Complex.

Central Park, 

Bielenberg Sports 

Center, Ojibwe Park, 

Tamarack Nature 

Center

National Sports 

Center, TPC-Twin 

Cities

Valleyview and Kelly 

Playfields, Hyland 

Bush Anderson 

Lakes Regional 

Parks, Bloomington 

Center for the Arts, 

Bloomington Family 

Aquatic Center, 

Bloomington Ice 

Garden, Bush Lake 

Beach, Dred Scott 

Playfields, Dwan 

Golf Course, Hyland 

Greens Golf course, 

Pond-Dakota Mission 

House

Murphy Hanranhan 

Regional Park 160 

Acres, Black Dog 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Preserve 1300 acres

Fort Snelling State 

Park, Lebanon Hills 

Regional Park (Dakota 

Co), Historic Holz 

Farm Park, Caponi 

Art park, Lexington 

Diffley Athletic 

Fields, Northview 

Park Athletic 

Fields, Central Park 

(associated with 

Comm Ctr), Patrick 

Eagan Park natural 

area, Cascade Bay 

Aquatic Park

Round Lake, Staring 

Lake, Riley Lake and 

Miller Community 

Parks.  Bryant Lake 

and Anderson Lake 

Regional Parks.  MN 

Valley National 

Wildlife Refuge.

Maple Grove 

Community Center, 

Weaver Lake 

Community Beach, 

Elm Creek Arboretum, 

Elm Creek Park 

Reserve (3 Rivers), 

Fish Lake  Regional 

Park (3 Rivers), Eagle 

Lake Regional Park 

(3 Rivers), Medicine 

Lake Regional Trail 

(3Rivers)

French Regional Park, 

Plymouth Ice Center, 

Hilde Performance 

Center, Millennium 

Garden, Plymouth 

Creek Center, Nature 

Canyon, Plymouth 

Skate Park, Egan Dog 

Park; Luce Line Trail

Municipal Athletic 

Complex, Whitney 

Recreation Center, 

Riverside Regional 

Park, Wilson Regional 

Park, Lake George 

Municipal 

Complex.

 

Soldier’s Field Park;  

Rochester Baseball 

Complex; Faud 

Mansour Soccer 

Complex; McQuillian 

Softball Complex; 

Watson Youth Sport 

Complex

Indoor Recreation Facilities (list): Washington Center,  

Fryberger Arena

Central Park, 

Bielenberg Ice 

Arena, Bielenberg 

Field House, 4 Park 

Buildings

6 Park Buildings Bloomington 

Center for the Arts, 

Bloomington Ice 

Garden, Pond-Dakota 

Mission House, Old 

Town Hall, Creekview 

Senior Center, 

Armory

Ice Arena, Lake 

Alimagnet Art Center

Eagan Community 

Center, Eagan Civic 

Arena, Eagan Art 

House

Eden Prairie 

Community Center 

(City facility), Lifetime 

Fitness Clubs (Private 

- 2 facilities)

Pool, Play Apparatus, 

Gymnasium, Ice 

Arena, Teen Center

Municipal Athletic 

Complex; Whitney 

Senior Center, 

Whitney Recreation 

Center,; Lake George 

Municipal Complex

Graham Ice Arena 

(4 rinks); Rochester 

Recreation Center (2 

rinks, pool and gym) 

National Volleyball 

Center (8 courts); 

Regional Sports 

Center (2 gyms, 

indoor track)
* Includes Special Use Parks, Excludes open space
**Woodbury’s athletic fields are contained in two community parks, Ojibway and Bielenberg
***Includes French Regional Park
Number of recreation facilities does not include non-city facilities, such as school district fields, tennis 
courts, etc.

 




